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Jim Alderman 
Radisson Hotel Group 
 
     Jim Alderman is the chief executive officer, Americas for Radisson Hotel Group and is based in the 
company’s US headquarters in Minnetonka, Minnesota. Alderman is responsible for the corporate offices and 
more than 680 hotels in the company’s portfolio throughout the Americas. He also is a member of the US 
Board of Directors for Radisson Hotel Group. 
     With more than 34 years of experience in hospitality real estate, Alderman has an extensive background 
in hotel and restaurant development, private equity fund investment, management contracts, franchises, 
public/private partne rships, and investor relations. Most recently, he served as executive vice president for 
Extended Stay America (ESA), where he was instrumental in driving the company’s franchising strategy. In 
just 18 months, he took ESA from zero to 150 franchise deals. He was responsible for ESA’s next-generation 
product through new construction and franchise sales, asset management of the existing real estate portfolio, 
acquisitions and dispositions, and future redevelopment. 
     Alderman joined ESA from Kimpton Hotels, where he was the chief development officer. Prior to joining 
Kimpton, he held various senior leadership positions with Wyndham, Starwood Capital, IHG, and Ernst & 
Young. 
     Throughout his career, Alderman has been involved in the acquisition, development, joint venture, and 
financing of more than $15 billion of hotel real estate projects globally. He has helped to guide the strategy 
and branding of hundreds of hotel projects, from limited service and extended stay to independent boutiques 
and ultra-luxury properties with branded residential components. 
     He earned his bachelor of science in real estate from Florida State University. He is a member of the Center 
for Real Estate Education and Research Executive Board at Florida State University. 
 
 

 
 

Julie Arrowsmith 
G6 Hospitality 
 
     Julie Arrowsmith is the Chief Financial Officer for G6 Hospitality. Julie has more than 20 years in accounting 
and finance roles as well as experience with acquisitions, dispositions, system implementations and process 
re-engineering. 
     Julie leads all finance areas as well as capital planning and procurement for the Motel 6 and Studio 6 
brands. She joined G6 Hospitality in 1995 and has held several leadership positions within finance throughout 
her tenure with the company. She believes that finance should be a strategic partner to the business beyond 
the numbers by providing the insight and support necessary for better business decisions, efficiencies and 
increased value. Julie has served on numerous cross-functional initiatives and has been a key leader in the 
company’s mentoring program. 
     Julie previously worked for Deloitte in their real estate group. She has a bachelor’s degree in accounting 
from Texas A&M University and CPA, and she has been recognized as one of the top women in business by 
the Dallas Business Journal. 

 
 

 

Gary E. Axelrod  
Latham & Watkins LLP  
 
     Gary Axelrod’s practice focuses on complex business transactions in the real estate, hospitality, gaming, 
and leisure industries. His clients include real estate private equity sponsors and funds, REITs, institutional 
investors, operating companies, and entrepreneurial developers engaged in all aspects of real estate 
investment and development. In addition, Mr. Axelrod has extensive experience in complex asset-level and 
corporate-level restructurings.  
     Mr. Axelrod has significant experience in the hospitality industry and is Co-Chair of the firm's Hospitality, 
Gaming & Leisure Industry Group. He regularly represents owners and operators in connection with the sale, 
acquisition, development, financing, ownership, and management of hotel, resort, and gaming properties.  
     He also represents corporate, venture capital, and other private equity clients in bankruptcies, 
restructurings, mergers, acquisitions, and dispositions involving portfolio companies and their real estate 
assets. Mr. Axelrod’s practice also has a substantial cross-border element including projects in Canada, 
China, Dubai, India, Abu Dhabi, and Mexico.  
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Craig Ballard 
Dauntless Capital Partners 
 
     Prior to co-founding Dauntless Capital Partners, Craig worked as a Director of Real Estate for OTO 
Development, one of the largest select-service hotel owners and operators in the country. While there, he led 
acquisitions for the Western United States across brands including Marriott, Hilton and Hyatt. Craig previously 
worked for Marriott International’s development team in Asia Pacific where he performed feasibility, proforma, 
design, and contract negotiation. He also spent time at Hodges Ward Elliott. Craig is a board member of 
Anderson Ballard Companies, a 100-year old family real estate firm, and graduated with honors from Harvard 
Business School and Brigham Young University. 
 
 
 

 

Thomas Baltimore, Jr. 
Park Hotels & Resorts  
 
     Thomas J. Baltimore, Jr. serves as Chairman, President and CEO of Park Hotels & Resorts Inc. Mr. 
Baltimore served most recently as President and Chief Executive Officer of RLJ Lodging Trust (NYSE: RLJ) 
and as a member of its board of trustees from RLJ’s IPO in 2011 until May 11, 2016 (when he joined Park 
Hotels & Resorts Inc.). Prior to that, Mr. Baltimore co-founded RLJ Development, RLJ’s predecessor entity, 
and served as its President from 2000 until 2011. Previously, Mr. Baltimore held senior positions with Hilton 
Hotels Corporation, Marriott Corporation and also Host Marriott Services Corporation. Mr. Baltimore currently 
serves on the board of directors of Prudential Financial, Inc. (NYSE: PRU) and American Express Company 
(NYSE: AXP). Mr. Baltimore is currently a member of the National Association of Real Estate Investment 
Trusts (Nareit) Executive Board (2018 Chair) and serves on the board of the University of Virginia Investment 
Management Company (UVIMCO). He is a member of the American Hotel & Lodging Association (AHLA) 
Executive Committee. Mr. Baltimore received his Bachelor of Science degree from the McIntire School of 
Commerce, University of Virginia and his Master of Business Administration degree from the Colgate Darden 
School of Business, University of Virginia. 
 

 

 

Maki Bara 
The Chartres Lodging Group 
 
     Maki Nakamura Bara, President & Co-Founder of The Chartres Lodging Group, LLC and Chairman of the 
Board for affiliated management company, Sightline Hospitality, is a leading expert in investing in and 
repositioning urban hotels and resorts. Since the formation of Chartres Lodging in 2002, she has acquired and 
repositioned approximately $5 billion of lodging assets in the U.S. and Japan and completed more than $1 
billion in the redevelopment of these assets.  In recognition of her extensive experience in the lodging sector, 
particularly in acquisitions, asset management, development management and her role in the growth of the 
two companies, Maki was recognized as the top "40 Under 40" by M&A Advisor, received the ''Best Executive" 
Stevie Award for Women in business, was named a "Woman of Influence” in commercial real estate by Real 
Estate Southern California magazine and was a two-time honoree of Bisnow’s Power Women – LA.  She is 
also a frequent speaker at various industry conferences.  Maki's previous experience includes participating in 
the formation and growth of the lodging activities of Lend Lease Real Estate and Strategic Hotel Capital. She 
has also worked at Oxford Capital Partners, Inc. and PricewaterhouseCoopers in the hospitality consulting 
division.      Ms. Bara is a graduate of UCLA and is fluent in spoken Japanese. 
 
 

 

Andrea Belfanti 
ISHC 
 
     Andrea Belfanti is the Executive Director of the International Society of Hospitality Consultants (ISHC), a 
global, invitation-only membership society comprised of over 200 of the world’s leading consultants to the 
hospitality industry. Since 2009, Andrea has skillfully steered the ISHC toward executing and achieving its 
Mission, “To contribute to the advancement of the industry and its members, ISHC cultivates a collegial 
environment for professional development and knowledge exchange, while fostering credibility and integrity.” 
     Andrea has over 20 years’ experience in the hospitality industry. Prior to joining the ISHC, Andrea acquired 
invaluable hospitality industry leadership experience through positions within globally-recognized companies 
and entertainment venues, such as InterContinental Hotels Group, Walt Disney World, The High Museum of 
Art, Arnold Palmer’s Bay Hill Club & Lodge and Cherokee Town and Country Club. 
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 Peggy Berg 
Castell Project, Inc. 
 
     Peggy Berg chairs the Castell Project, a non-profit advancing women in leadership in the hospitality 
industry. Under her guidance, Castell delivers leadership development for women, benchmarks the status of 
women in the hospitality industry, encourages women in university hospitality programs and promotes women 
on the podium. Women on Hospitality Public Boards, Women in Hospitality Industry Leadership and Black 
Representation in Hospitality Industry Leadership are available for free download at: www.CastellProject.org. 
Fortuna’s Table, a JV between Castell Project and SHaD, to develop women hotel owners, just launched. 
A past franchisee of Hilton and Choice, Peggy has owned and operated hotels. A well-known consultant, she 
was the first female employee elected by the PKF partnership and she built The Highland Group, Hotel 
Investment Advisors, Inc., a national consulting firm. 
     Peggy is chairman emeritus of the International Society of Hospitality Consultants. For the AHLA she 
chaired the Georgia Hospitality and Travel Association, founded the Extended-Stay Council, and co-chaired 
the Council of Inns & Suites. 
     She holds a BS in Business from the School of Hospitality at Michigan State University, is a CPA and CHA, 
and earned her Masters in Public Policy from Georgia Tech. 
 
 

 

David Berins 
Berins & Co., LLC 
 
     David Berins is a 55-year veteran of the lodging industry with a career encompassing operations, asset 
management, development, planning and consulting. 
     The early years of his career were spent in operations management at both the property and regional level. 
Since 1974, David has provided senior-level asset management and advisory services to hotel owners, 
investors, management companies and lenders in areas such as strategic planning, development, operations 
and marketing. 
     In addition to his role as a senior lodging industry advisor, David has also served as Senior Vice President 
- Research & Planning at Strategic Hotel Capital Incorporated, and as Managing Director of Cypress Hotels 
& Resorts, a unit of The Staubach Companies. 
     His consultancy, Berins & Co., LLC, was originally formed in 1983. He has also led large lodging consulting 
practices as Worldwide Director of Hospitality Industry Consulting Services of Arthur Andersen and as Senior 
Principal and National Director of Management Advisory Services of the firm known as PKF Consulting, now 
CBRE Hotels. 
     He is a member of the Panel of Neutral Arbitrators in Complex Commercial Cases of the American 
Arbitration Association, and a founder and Chairman Emeritus of the International Society of Hospitality 
Consultants. 
 
 

 

Anne M. Bertsch 
Marriott International 
 
     Anne Bertsch is Vice President, North America Full Service Development for Marriott International, Inc., 
based in Denver, Colorado and Scottsdale, Arizona.  Ms. Bertsch is responsible for building and executing 
strategic plans for growing Marriott’s full-service brands in the western United States.  In addition to sourcing 
and evaluating potential opportunities, she manages and oversees numerous internal disciplines responsible 
for supporting various aspects of hotel development projects.  In connection with these projects, Ms. Bertsch 
negotiates transaction documents such as management agreements, franchise agreements, residential 
license agreements, and agreements providing financial deal support, such as operating profit guaranties, 
debt service guaranties and mezzanine loans.   
     Previously, Ms. Bertsch was Vice President & Assistant General Counsel for Marriott, and in that capacity 
she negotiated management and related agreements for new hotel development deals, hotel management 
agreement restructurings and workouts, mezzanine loan and other financing transactions, corporate-owned 
acquisitions and dispositions, condominium-hotel, mixed-use and residential development transactions, and 
other hotel-related transactions.  Prior to joining Marriott, Ms. Bertsch was an associate with the law firm of 
Sonnenschein, Nath & Rosenthal in Washington, DC, where she practiced corporate law.   
     Ms. Bertsch earned a B.S., magna cum laude, in 1993 from the University of Delaware and earned her law 
degree, magna cum laude, in 1998 from Georgetown University Law Center.  She is a member of the Maryland 
Bar and the District of Columbia Bar. 
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Ray Bhai 
IBF Hospitality 
 
     Raheel “Ray” Bhai is Chairman, CEO and Co-founder of IBF Group of Companies. Under his leadership, 
IBF Group of Companies has entered into various business verticals including real estate, private equity, 
finance, insurance and pharmaceuticals. IBF Hospitality is a platform built under the IBF Group of Companies 
umbrella. It has set out to invest $375 Million in hospitality products including Development and Acquisitions. 
Currently, the hospitality platform is amalgamating with the retail make up to create a diversified REIT to be 
traded and IPO’d late 2022. 
     Ray is a former Investment Banker as a Mergers & Acquisitions, Disposition and Asset Management & 
Project Management in acquiring Billion-Dollar portfolio for both boutique and multinational investment 
banking firms. 
     Mr. Bhai is a prominent member and donor of the Rita Gala Alzheimer’s Foundation as the way to give 
back to the community. 
 

 

 

Michael D. Bluhm 
Morgan Stanley 
 
     As a managing director of investment banking at Morgan Stanley, Michael Bluhm is responsible for capital 
raising and financial advisory services to the real estate industry. Additionally, he is head of Morgan Stanley’s 
global gaming and lodging practice. Throughout his career, he has been involved in more than $150 billion of 
public and private debt, equity, and equity-linked offerings, as well as a range of merger, acquisition, and 
restructuring assignments, primarily with publicly traded companies. For the period of 2017 through 2019, 
Bluhm stepped down at Morgan Stanley to take the role of EVP, CFO, and head of strategy at Host Hotels & 
Resorts, an S&P 500 company and the largest owner of hotels in the United States. Bluhm returned to Morgan 
Stanley earlier this year. He is an active member of The Real Estate Roundtable, Nareit, and AHLA, including 
an elected role on IREFAC. 
 

 

 

Joseph Bojanowski 
PM Hotel Group 
 
     As President and CEO of PM Hotel Group Joseph is leading the growth and diversification strategy for the 
company while creating a corporate culture committed to its people-first ethos that celebrates collaboration, 
creativity, and bottom-line results. At PM Hotel Group he is building a team of talented and driven executives 
who are establishing a winning legacy. Joseph’s passion for innovation and dedication to supporting the 
entrepreneurial spirit that the company was founded on remain central to his vision.  
     In addition to executing PM Hotel Group’s strategic growth and technology innovations, Joseph is 
responsible for the portfolio’s performance and profitability. A career hotelier with more than 25 years of 
experience, he loves exploring and has lived all over the globe. He previously was President of the company’s 
Asia Pacific operations. In 2019 Joseph was named to the American Hotel & Lodging Association’s (AH&LA) 
Board of Directors. In 2021 he became President of the Sheraton Hotels & Resorts Advisory Board. In addition, 
Joseph sits on the Board of Directors for PM Hotel Group, as well as the Homewood Suites Owner’s Advisory 
Council, the Marriott Full-Service Hotel Rooms Advisory Board and the IHG Crowne Plaza Owners’ Advisory 
Council. Passionate about investing in the next generation of industry professionals, Joseph is a coach and 
active member of the leadership development program for Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration 
MMH program.  An avid runner, Joseph can be found running trails around the world, on the quest for his new 
PR. 
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Jon Bortz 
Pebblebrook Hotel Trust 
 
     Mr. Bortz is founder, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Pebblebrook Hotel Trust, a leading publicly 
traded real estate investment trust, which was formed and went public in late 2009.  Prior to forming 
Pebblebrook, Mr. Bortz served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of LaSalle Hotel Properties, a 
company he founded in early 1998.  Previously, Mr. Bortz was Chairman of the Board and CEO of LaSalle 
Hotel Advisors, Inc., a division of Jones Lang LaSalle and founded LaSalle’s Hotel Group in 1993, overseeing 
all of LaSalle’s hotel investment and development activities.  Mr. Bortz holds a B.S. in Economics from The 
Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.  Mr. Bortz is also co-author of The Dow Jones-Irwin Guide 
to Real Estate Investing, revised second edition, 1982.  Mr. Bortz currently serves on the Board of Trustees 
of Federal Realty Investment Trust, on AH&LA’s Board as Chair Emeritus, and as Chairman of Curator Hotel 
& Resort Collection. 

 

 

 

Billy L. Brown 
LodgeCap 
 
     Billy L. Brown has been developing commercial real estate projects across the United States since the 
early 1970’s. The emphasis has been working closely with franchisers as a developer/landlord for their 
franchisees. Brown began developing hospitality in the mid-1990’s and exclusively since the late 1990’s. By 
focusing on upper range select service hotels and using institutional grade third party management he has 
generally replicated the hands off, landlord approach to the hospitality industry. Brown has been involved in 
the development of more than one hundred hotel projects across the U.S.  
     Brown maintains a close and mutually beneficial relationship with the brands that he develops. He believes 
that the brands bring a great deal of experience to the table and his job is to strategically apply those lessons 
learned to his hotels. Brown has been on the Starwood Hotel and Resorts Owner’s Advisory Board since 
2007. He was awarded the Developer of the Year award by Starwood in 2009. He is currently on the Marriott 
Franchise Advisory Council for various select service hotels. He is a regular panelist/speaker at hospitality 
events such as the Lodging Conference and the ALIS Conference. He is on the ALIS Development Panel for 
the 2017 agenda. He has been on the ALIS Planning Committee for several years. Brown has developed 
several LEED certified hotel projects including the first LEED certified new construction hotel in Colorado 
(LEED Silver) and the first new construction in Texas (also LEED Silver).  
     Brown lives in Dallas, is married and has eight children, seven grandchildren and one great grandchild. He 
is well educated, well-traveled and a genuinely bad golfer. He enjoys his family and he enjoys successfully 
developing profitable real estate projects. 
 

 

 

Benjamin Brunt 
Noble Investment Group 
 
     Mr. Brunt is a principal and chief investment officer with responsibility for leading the teams that source 
and underwrite new investments encompassing individual asset and portfolio acquisitions, land and new 
development opportunities, market and investment analysis, and brand positioning. 
     Prior to joining Noble in 2005, Mr. Brunt held senior investment roles at Songy Partners and Hardin Capital. 
He began his career in hotel operations and has nearly 25 years of hospitality industry experience. 
     Mr. Brunt earned an MBA from Southern Methodist University and a BA from Trinity College. He is a former 
professional violinist and spent two years as a member of the Memphis Symphony Orchestra. Mr. Brunt 
currently serves as a board member of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, the Atlanta Midtown Alliance, and 
the Buckhead Coalition. He is also a member of the AHLA Lodging Investment Council and a member of the 
Urban Land Institute. 
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Todd Buchholz 
Economist & Former White House Senior Economic Advisor 

 
     Todd Buchholz is an internationally-known commentator on the world economy, technology and financial 
markets.   Successful Meetings Magazine featured him in their cover story, “The 21 Top Speakers for the 21st 
Century.” Todd has served as a director for economic policy at The White House and advised such investment 
firms as the Soros Fund, Goldman Sachs, and Tiger Management, where he served as a managing director 
of the $15 billion investment fund.   
     The Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, and New York Times regularly feature Todd’s views on politics, 
the stock market and interest rates.  In 2014, when oil traded at $100 per barrel, Todd appeared on national 
television and forecast a collapse to under $50.  
Harvard University awarded Buchholz its annual teaching prize in economics, and he has served as a Fellow 
at Cambridge University. 
     He is the author of the acclaimed New Ideas From Dead Economists, and the Wall Street Journal named 
his latest book THE PRICE OF PROSPERITY:  WHY RICH NATIONS FAIL AND HOW TO RENEW THEM, 
a “must-read.”  Todd is a co-producer of the Broadway hit musical Jersey Boys. Todd is also active in math 
education and is the inventor of the Math Arrow, which makes numbers more intuitive for children.   
The Associated Press has said that “Todd Buchholz lights up economics with a wickedly sparkling wit."  
 

 

 

James E. Burba 
BHN 
 
     Jim Burba is the co-founder of Burba Hotel Network LLC (BHN), which became the worldwide leader in 
creating and producing hotel and tourism investment conferences. BHN created and produced more than 150 
conferences in 22 countries, including the following iconic annual gatherings - ALIS, ALIS Law, ALIS Summer 
Update, HICAP, HICAP Update, AOCAP, HIFI, CHRIS, HOLA and Hot.E. In 2017, the portfolio of events 
owned by BHN and its partners was acquired by Northstar Travel Media, which continues the tradition in 
producing the world’s leading hotel investment conferences. 
     Actively involved in the hotel investment community for over 40 years, Burba formerly was a principal at 
Pannell Kerr Forster, Senior Managing Director with Hotel Partners, VP/Worldwide Director of Advisory 
Services at WATG, and President of Horwath HTL (US).  He is a member of the International Society of 
Hospitality Consultants (ISHC), the Executive Board of Directors at the MSU School of Hospitality Business 
Alumni Association, the California State University Hospitality & Tourism Alliance and was a member of 
IREFAC. Burba has received numerous honors, including the AHLA Educational Institute Lamp of Knowledge 
Award, IREFAC’s first Crystal Ball Award, and the ISHC Pioneer Award. Former California Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger appointed Burba to the California Travel & Tourism Commission (aka Visit California), on 
which he continues to serve as a Commissioner. 
     In 2013, Burba and BHN co-founder Bob Hayes formed Burba Hayes LLC, an entertainment production 
company. Burba Hayes has produced two feature films, Space Station 76 (Sony Pictures 2014), Walking Out 
(IFC Films 2017) and a Broadway musical, Disaster! (2016). A third movie and second Broadway musical are 
in pre-production. The duo authored the book Smart Partners (SelectBooks 2016), which is a ‘must read’ for 
every entrepreneur who dreams big!  The book is available on amazon.com. 
 
 

 

Ron Burgett 
Choice Hotels International 
 
     Ron Burgett is Senior Vice President, Extended Stay Development for WoodSpring Suites, MainStay 
Suites, Everhome Suites & Suburban Extended Stay at Choice Hotels International, Inc. (NYSE: CHH), one 
of the world’s largest hotel companies. In this role, he is responsible for leading franchise development for the 
recently launched Everhome Suites as well as the other extended stay brands for Choice.  
     Mr. Burgett joined Choice for a second time in February 2018 during the WoodSpring Suites acquisition, 
where he served as the executive vice president, franchise development and operations. He previously spent 
13 years at Choice in various management positions, including serving as national vice president of 
development. 
     Prior to WoodSpring, Mr. Burgett served as the executive vice president of lodging and brand development 
for Red Lion Hotels Corporation. He also was founder and president of Indianapolis-based brokerage firm 
Hospitality Sales Group, which is a hotel real estate investment and management consulting firm. Mr. Burgett 
has extensive experience in property management, having worked for Maxim Management Corporation.  
Mr. Burgett received his BS degree from Indiana University and received his Certified Hotel Administration 
designation in 1990. 
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Tina Burnett  
G6 Hospitality  
 
     Tina Burnett is the Division Vice President of Franchise Brand Performance with over 20 years of 
experience in the hospitality industry.  In Ms. Burnett’s current role at G6 Hospitality, she leads the Franchise 
Brand Performance Department and is responsible for the operation of the brands and the day to day franchise 
business and performance.  She has been an integral part of the accelerated growth of the franchise network 
and collaborates closely with other leaders in our organization to provide the best service to our franchisees. 
Tina has forged strong partnerships with our franchisees and AAHOA, she is an active participant in the 
AAHOA Women’s Organization and was recently appointed to the board of the Texas Hotel & Lodging 
Association.    Ms. Burnett started at G6 Hospitality in 1998 in the Franchise Department.  Since then, she 
has held several positions within franchise operations, renovations and development. 
 
 

 
 

 

Adam Cannon 
G6 Hospitality 
 
     Adam Cannon brings more than 20 years of hospitality expertise to his role as the Vice President of Brand 
Management for G6 Hospitality LLC, the parent company behind the iconic Motel 6 and Studio 6 brands. 
Cannon is responsible for outlining brand objectives, establish reporting and performance goals, and ensuring 
alignment across the G6 enterprise, ultimately providing consistent delivery of the organization’s “brand 
promise” across all touchpoints. 
     Under Cannon’s leadership, G6 selected Barkley, a Kansas City-based independent agency, as its new 
advertising agency of record. This partnership led to the development of the company’s latest ad campaign, 
“For You”, demonstrating the brand’s shift to building emotional connections with guests and further reaching 
its diverse audience. 
     The G6 Brand Management Business unit currently consists of many areas of the consumer journey 
process and includes Brand Marketing, Brand Service Culture, Quality, Guest Relations, and Consumer 
Analytics. 
Cannon began his career with G6 in 2017 as Vice President of Operations for the Studio 6 brand. Overseeing 
corporate owned and franchised operations, his responsibilities included driving profitability, quality and 
consistency, and strengthening the owner and customer value proposition of the enterprise. 
     Prior to joining the team at G6 Hospitality, Cannon worked for the Wyndham Hotel Group as Vice President 
of Brand Operations. During his tenure he led multiple brand and regionally based operations teams, as well 
as drove performance through the implementation of brand positioning programs and initiatives. 
     Cannon’s interest in the hospitality industry began while attending the University of Massachusetts where 
he earned a Bachelor of Science in Hotel, Restaurant, and Travel Administration. 

 
 

 

Anthony Capuano 
Marriott International  
 
     Anthony “Tony” Capuano is Chief Executive Officer of Marriott International, where he presides over the 
world’s largest hospitality company and some of the most iconic brands in travel. Capuano joined Marriott in 
1995 and was instrumental in its steady growth over the years which culminated in the acquisition of Starwood 
Hotels & Resorts Worldwide in 2016. The company now has more than 7,600 properties across 133 countries 
and territories and 30 brands. It also has the travel industry’s largest customer-loyalty program, Marriott 
Bonvoy, which has more than 147 million members. Previously, Capuano was Group President, Global 
Development, Design and Operations Services where he led the strategic unit growth of all of Marriott’s brands 
while overseeing the global design team and Marriott’s global operating standards and protocols. Capuano 
earned a bachelor’s degree from Cornell University in Hotel Administration. He is a member of the Cornell 
Hotel Society, The Cornell School of Hotel Administration Dean’s Advisory Board, the Business Roundtable 
and the American Hotel and Lodging Association’s IREFAC Council. Additionally, Capuano is a member of 
the Board of Save Venice, a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving the artistic heritage of Venice, 
Italy. He resides in Potomac, Maryland with his wife and daughter. 
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John Cohlan  
Margaritaville Hotels & Resorts 
 
     John Cohlan is the Chief Executive Officer of Margaritaville Holdings, a lifestyle brand management 
company operating in the diversified hospitality business - including resorts, hotels, vacation and active 
living residential communities, vacation ownership, gaming and restaurants; alcoholic beverages; lifestyle 
consumer products; and media. The brand inspired by the iconic music, lyrics and life of Jimmy Buffett, is 
based on the concept of Island Escapism.  
     Prior to joining Jimmy Buffett in 1997 to form Margaritaville Holdings, John worked for TRIARC, a publicly 
traded holding company comprised of consumer businesses, including Arby's, Snapple, and RC Cola. 
     John graduated from Princeton University in 1979, attended the London School of Economics, and 
graduated from the Georgetown Law Center in 1984. 
     With his wife Louisa and their three sons, John lives in Palm Beach, Florida during the winter and in 
Skaneateles, New York during the summer. 

 
 

 

Kevin Colket 
GHIG 
 
     Kevin Colket is the Founder and CEO of the Global Hospitality Investment Group (GHIG), a real estate 
private equity firm incorporated in 2019. GHIG invests in distressed and under-valued hotels (single assets, 
portfolios, and operating companies) and other hospitality-led real estate asset classes (student housing, co-
living, serviced apartments, and senior housing) in major gateway cities and select resort destinations in the 
United States, Europe, and Asia Pacific. 
     GHIG’s mission is to leverage its senior management teams’ and its advisory team’s highly unique, 
specialized, and global combined experience in real estate and hotel investments, hotel operations, and 
hospitality in order to create more technology, service, and experience-driven real estate uses that better meet 
the changing needs and desires of corporate and leisure consumers in a post COVID-19 world, and ultimately 
generate higher income and enhanced risk-adjusted investment returns.  
     Prior to founding GHIG, Mr. Colket spent 11+ years working at Starwood Capital Group across the US, 
Europe, and Asia Pacific regions where he held various leadership positions, including Co-Head of the Global 
Hotel Acquisitions Group, Head of the European Hotel Acquisitions Group, and most recently Head of the 
Asia Pacific Acquisitions Group.  
     Preceding his Starwood Capital positions, Mr. Colket worked as Director of Acquisitions and Development 
for Edinburgh Management, a United States based hotel joint venture with the Bank of Scotland.  
Mr. Colket earned an MBA from the Harvard Business School and a BA in economics from Trinity College. 
 

 

 

Chip Conley 
Industry Disruptor & Best Selling Author 
 
     New York Times bestselling author Chip Conley is the hospitality maverick who helped Airbnb's founders 
turn their fast-growing tech start-up into a global hospitality brand. In Wisdom@Work: The Making of a Modern 
Elder he shares his unexpected journey at midlife — from CEO to intern — learning about technology as 
Airbnb’s Head of Global Hospitality and Strategy, while also mentoring CEO Brian Chesky. Chip is the founder 
of the Modern Elder Academy, where a new roadmap for midlife is offered at a beautiful oceanfront campus 
in Baja California Sur, Mexico. He serves on the board of Encore.org and the advisory board for the Stanford 
Center for Longevity.  
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Thomas J. Corcoran, Jr. 
TCOR Hotel Partners 
 
     Mr. Corcoran co-founded a new company in December 2017 with Debbie Feldman and Joe Corcoran 
named TCOR Hotel Partners (“TCOR”), and serves as its President and CEO.  TCOR has since acquired four 
hotels, a TownePlace Suites, a Holiday Inn Express & Suites, an Embassy Suites and a Springhill Suites. 
TCOR is currently looking to acquire additional hotels in the premium select service sector.  The company is  
working with an equity funding source for 5 to 6 additional hotels.   
     In 1991 Mr. Corcoran co-founded FelCor, Inc. with Hervey Feldman.  In 1994 FelCor went public as a hotel 
REIT.  In 1996 FelCor Lodging Trust was listed on the New York Stock Exchange.  Mr. Corcoran served as 
President and Chief Executive Officer of FelCor since its formation until his appointment to Chairman of the 
Board in 2006.  He served as Chairman of FelCor until its merger with RLJ Lodging Trust in 2017. 
     Mr. Corcoran is currently serving as Chairman of the Board of Sammons  Enterprises (“Sammons”), a 
global holding company operating within a diversity of industries (including real estate).  Sammons is one of 
the world’s largest privately owned companies, with over $98 billion in assets and over $5 billion in annual 
revenue.  He has served as a Board member since 2010. 
     Mr. Corcoran’s board appointments include: past Chairman of the American Hotel & Lodging Association 
(AH&LA), and past Chairman of the IHG Owners Association.  He was honored with the Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the American Lodging Investment Summit in January 2017 and the 2019 Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the The Lodging Conference. Mr. Corcoran has earned numerous other industry awards throughout 
his career. 
 

 

 

Nadav Cornberg 
Virdee 
 
     Prior to co-founding Virdee, Nadav was the Head of Engineering at The Guild, where he managed 
engineering, project management and IT. In the last 16 years, Nadav has managed product teams of software 
engineers at companies including Zynga and Check Point. His expertise centers around leading 
the development of new products, scaling teams and creating software go to market plans. Nadav holds a BS 
in computer science from the University of Bar-Ilan. Nadav served in the Israeli Army for three years as an air 
force coordinator. Out of the office, Nadav enjoys working on backyard projects and hiking with his family.  
 
 
 

 

 

Mathew Crosswy 
Stonehill 
 
     Mathew is responsible for the overall management of Stonehill, while also engaging in the pursuit of new 
investment opportunities and the strategic growth of the company. Under Mathew’s leadership, Stonehill has 
deployed or purchased over $3.0 billion in hotel debt and preferred equity investments. 
     Prior to serving as President of Stonehill, Mathew was responsible for sourcing, negotiating and financing 
hotel investment opportunities for Peachtree Hotel Group. He served as a liaison for debt relationships across 
all financial and equity market participants. In this role, he sourced, arranged and placed over $600 million in 
deals. Mathew began his career with Greystone Financial's CMBS Group consulting with B-Piece Investors 
to securitize their multi-billion dollar portfolios. He later went on to join Specialty Finance Group where he 
enhanced his knowledge of the hospitality industry by underwriting complex hospitality construction and 
takeout loans ranging from $5 to $75 million. At the end of his tenure with SFG, Mathew asset managed a 
$1.8 billion portfolio.    Mathew earned his Business Administration Degree in Real Estate Finance from the 
University of Georgia. 
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Ken Cruse 
Soul Community Planet 
 
     Ken Cruse is Founding Partner & CEO of Alpha Wave Investors and Soul Community Planet.  Alpha Wave 
Investors engages in creative, disciplined value-driven hotel investments.  Soul Community Planet provides 
holistic hospitality based on the values of wellness, kindness and sustainability. 
     Previously, Ken was Chief Executive Officer and a director of Sunstone Hotel Investors.  
Ken is actively involved in various industry and professional organizations. He is a member of Southern 
California Chapter of Young Presidents Organization and is a member of the Dean's Advisory Council for 
Colorado State University’s Warner College of Natural Resources. He previously served as a director of the 
American Hotel & Lodging Association. 
     Ken is a chairman-elect for Miracles for kids,  a nonprofit serving children with life-threatening illnesses and 
the families that care for them. 
     Ken holds a B.S. degree from Colorado State University and an M.B.A. degree from Georgetown 
University.  
 

 

 

Pam Cruse 
Soul Community Planet 
 
     Pamela Cruse is co-founder and chief marketing officer of Soul Community Planet (SCP). In her role, Ms. 
Cruse leads all aspects of awareness, brand and culture for the holistic hospitality brand. This includes the 
expansion of the SCP Hotel footprint, as well as the launch of restaurants, bars, marketplaces, recreational 
activities and consumer goods slated for the future.  
     With a deep understanding that today’s travelers want to refresh mind, body and soul through purposeful 
travel experiences, Ms. Cruse has applied the brand’s holistic values to a range of signature guest 
experiences, including SCP’s trademark Peaceful Rooms and its commitment to a range of sustainable and 
community initiatives.  
     Ms. Cruse previously held tenures at Marriott International and Gannett’s flagship USA Today publication.  
Ms. Cruse holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the State University of New York at Geneseo, and a 
Masters of Business Administration from Georgetown University and resides in Southern California with her 
husband, four daughters and two dogs.  
 

 

 

Gabrielle Cuskelly 
Sidley Austin LLP 
 
     Brielle is a senior member of Sidley Austin LLP’s Global Hospitality Group.  She represents many of the 
leading companies in the hospitality industry, including private equity and hedge funds, investment banks, 
family offices, high net-worth individuals, institutional lenders and management companies.  Brielle advises 
her hospitality clients on the structuring of complex domestic and off-shore investments, joint ventures and 
financings of so-called “one-off” and portfolio transactions involving all types of hospitality properties and 
operating companies. She represents her management company clients with respect to the negotiation of 
management agreements for domestic and international hotels, resorts and branded residences.  
     Gabrielle earned her J.D. from University of California, Berkeley School of Law, Order of the Coif. She 
received her B.S., summa cum laude, from Montana State University. 
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Mary Beth Cutshall   
HVMG 
 
     Mary Beth serves as EVP & Chief Development Officer at HVMG, a nationally recognized hotel owner and 
operator of full-service hotels and resorts, and select-service hotels consisting of premium branded properties 
with Hard Rock, Hilton, Hyatt, Marriott, and IHG.  The company also specializes in operating independent 
boutique and lifestyle hotels including four-diamond resorts.  
     With over 30+ years in the hospitality industry, Mary Beth has been actively involved in hotel real estate 
transactions with an approximate valuation of $1.3+ Billion.  She has deep experience in operations, 
development, and M&A and leads HVMG’s team on acquisitions, dispositions, development, and third-party 
management agreements including deal sourcing, origination, underwriting, due diligence, and the selections 
of real estate investment opportunities.  Since joining HVMG in 2011, the company’s revenues have grown in 
access of 300% and its national hotel portfolio has more than doubled.    
     Passionate about women hotel ownership and leadership diversity, Mary Beth founded Amara Capital, a 
top hotel equity platform for women investors to gain access into hospitality real estate, and give women “a 
seat at the ownership table”.  www.amarahotelcapital.com  
     Honored in 2017 as one of the 30 Influential Women in Hospitality by Hotel Management Magazine and in 
both 2020 and 2019 by Atlanta Magazine as one of “Atlanta’s 500 Most Powerful Leaders”, Mary Beth is a 
frequent speaker at hotel investment conferences.  Mary Beth is also an active board member and past 
President of the Atlanta Hospitality Alliance, a founding board member of the Castell Project, a national 
initiative increasing leadership diversity within the hospitality industry, and a member of Marriott International’s 
Women Supporting Women Council. 
 

 

 

Jessica Davidson 
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts 
 
     Jessica Davidson is a successful digital and brand marketing leader with a 20+ year track record of building 
enriching customer experiences, evolving world-class brands, and growing revenue. She is best known for 
her strategic thought leadership, operational effectiveness, and aligning high-performing teams to drive 
results. 
Jessica is currently Senior Vice President, Digital & Brand Marketing for Wyndham Hotels & Resorts. She is 
responsible for developing a best-in-class digital and brand marketing strategy, and pushing the business 
forward through optimizing the digital and brand footprint, and launching new initiatives.   
     Prior to joining Wyndham, Jessica spent almost fourteen years at Victoria’s Secret Direct, where she was 
a key digital leader for site redesigns, enhancements, and new brand and product launches. Jessica has also 
served in a leadership capacity at Bed, Bath & Beyond, playing a pivotal role in their ecommerce content 
strategy. 
 

 

 

Jeffrey Davis 
JLL 
 
     Jeffrey Davis is a Senior Managing Director of JLL’s Hotels & Hospitality Group and co-heads the Americas 
Hotel Capital Markets team responsible for overseeing all investment sales, debt and equity placement in the 
Americas.  Mr. Davis is based in the firm’s New York office and as a leading strategist and investment advisor 
for JLL, Mr. Davis has advised on and transacted in excess of $20 billion of high profile lodging transactions 
and hybrid use developments globally. 
     Mr. Davis has been involved in the recent sales and marketing efforts for the Standard, High Line, The 
Plaza Hotel New York, the InterContinental New York Barclay and the JW Marriott Essex House New York.  
For more than 20 years, Mr. Davis has been intricately involved in all aspects of real estate in the U.S. from 
both an institutional and entrepreneurial perspective. With a career as a consultant, investment banker, private 
developer, and with institutional acquisitions.  
     Prior to joining JLL, Mr. Davis served as vice president of asset management and business development 
for Ian Schrager at Morgans Hotel Group, where he was responsible for sourcing and structuring over $100 
million of new development projects, including the Gramercy Park Hotel, the Bond Street residential project, 
and the proposed conversion of the Shore Club in South Beach to a full-service condominium hotel.  Mr. Davis 
gained consulting experience at Arthur Anderson as a national hospitality consultant and corporate finance 
experience thereafter at Salomon Smith Barney where he completed more than $15 billion of private and 
publicly traded real estate transactions. 
     Mr. Davis holds an MBA in real estate finance and strategic planning from the Anderson School at UCLA, 
and a Bachelor of Science degree from Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration where he 
graduated with honors. 
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Sloan Dean  
Remington Hotels 
 
     Joined Remington January 1, 2018 as COO, and was promoted to CEO & President on January 1, 2020. 
Prior to leading Remington, Sloan was with Ashford for the 5 years prior as SVP of Underwriting & Revenue 
Optimization.  Remington manages 88 hotels in 27 states with annual revenues over $1B.  Prior to Remington 
& Ashford, Sloan held Vice President of Business Development & Acquisitions, Vice President of Sales & 
Marketing, Senior Vice President of Revenue & Market Strategy, Corporate Director of Revenue Management, 
Regional Revenue Manager and Analyst positions with Interstate Hotels, Alliance Hospitality, Noble 
Investment Group, IHG & Oliver Wyman.  Sloan holds a B.S. in Industrial & Systems Engineering and a 
Certificate in Finance from Georgia Tech.   He is currently a member of Young President’s Organization (YPO), 
Hilton’s Distribution Owner Advisory Council, ASFONA Board of Directors and AH&LA Board of Directors.   
 

 

 

Mike DeFrino 
Kimpton Hotels & Restaurants 
 
     As Kimpton Hotels & Restaurants’ Chief Executive Officer, Mike is responsible for managing the 
operations, openings, and transitions of all Kimpton hotels and restaurants. Mike plays a critical role in 
introducing Kimpton’s brand of hospitality and unique heartfelt culture to potential owners and investors. 
Kimpton was acquired by IHG Hotels & Resorts in January 2015, opening the door for a global launch and 
accelerated U.S. growth. Currently, Kimpton operates 75 hotels and 70+ restaurants and bars across North 
America, Europe, and Asia, with an additional 32 hotels in the global pipeline.  
     Under Mike’s leadership, Kimpton has consistently achieved top rankings on the Market Metrix Hospitality 
Index, and in 2018 won the J.D. Power award for Upper Upscale hotels as highest-ranked in guest satisfaction 
for the segment. In a testament to strong employee satisfaction, Kimpton has also consistently placed on 
Fortune’s “100 Best Companies to Work For” list, most recently at #17. 
     At Kimpton, Mike’s career trajectory includes senior leadership roles as Chief Operating Officer and Senior 
Vice President of Hotels. Prior to joining Kimpton, he held management positions at Ritz-Carlton Hotels. Mike 
is a graduate of Emory University, and currently resides in Northern California with his wife and three 
daughters. 
 

 

 

Michael J. Deitemeyer 
Aimbridge Hospitality 
 
     Michael J. Deitemeyer is President & CEO of Aimbridge Hospitality, leading the Company’s growth, 
operations and corporate disciplines worldwide with a current hotel portfolio of approximately 1,500 properties 
in 20 countries. 
     Deitemeyer was Global President of Aimbridge following a merger with Interstate Hotels & Resorts in 
October 2019. Prior to that, he was President & CEO of Interstate Hotels & Resorts for nearly three years. 
Deitemeyer had a highly successful tenure with Omni Hotels & Resorts including 13 years as President, 
helping to grow Omni’s organization through management roles in operations, development, sales and 
finance.  
     Deitemeyer holds board memberships with AHLA and its Executive Committee (2014-present), AHLEF 
(2018-present), and MINA, representing the company as an At-Large Board Member of Marriott International’s 
franchise advisory board (2018-present). He was a founding board member and served as chairperson of the 
Global Hotel Alliance (GHA), the world’s largest alliance of independent hotel brands. In December 2018, 
Lodging magazine named him Person of the Year. Deitemeyer is a graduate of Fitchburg State University, 
where he also received an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters. 
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Kristie Dickinson  
ISHC and CHMWarnick 
 
     Kristie Dickinson is EVP of Business Development, Marketing and Client Relations for CHMWarnick, a 
global hotel asset management and owner advisory services company. Kristie has worked with owners of 
more than 200 hotels, across all product types and brands, to develop strategies for achieving investment 
objectives through CHMWarnick’s comprehensive suite of services.  
     Kristie brings 28 years hospitality industry experience including property-level operations, corporate brand 
management, consulting and asset management. She is a founding member of CHMWarnick, with over 25 
years focused on representing ownership groups to develop and implement value enhancement strategies 
through property acquisition and investment, asset re-positioning, operational initiatives and asset 
management. Prior experience includes serving as a senior consultant for two international hospitality 
consulting firms, and management/franchise sales for an international hotel brand company. 
     Kristie serves on the Board of Directors as Treasurer of the International Society of Hospitality Consultants 
(ISHC). She is member of the Urban Land Institute (ULI), serving on ULI’s Recreation Development Product 
Council, Women’s Leadership Initiative Council (Boston/New England Chapter) and is an UrbanPlan Program 
classroom facilitator/volunteer. She is actively involved with the Castell Project, advancing diversity in 
hospitality leadership, and serves as a Castell@College program facilitator.  
 

 

 

Jeff Diener 
DLA Piper 
 
     Jeff Diener represents clients in the acquisition, finance, sale, development, management, restructuring 
and bankruptcy of hospitality and other real estate assets and businesses throughout the world. His 
experience also includes joint venture structuring and formation and representing secured and unsecured 
creditors, buyers and debtors in various distressed company situations and in bankruptcy matters. Jeff has 
honed his skills spending years abroad working in Asia and Europe. Jeff has broad experience working on 
hospitality transactions and enjoys collaborating with clients who are disrupting the real estate space. 
     Recently, Jeff has advised on the refinancing of the iconic Fairmont San Francisco hotel with a US$150 
million loan from United Overseas Bank Limited; the US$825 million acquisition of MGM Resort's Circus Circus 
hotel and casino property located on the Las Vegas Strip; the conversion of the site of the former Hard Rock 
Hotel into the Virgin Hotels Las Vegas Curio Collection by Hilton; and the recapitalization and development of 
a California ski resort. 
 

 

 
 

 

Christopher P. Diffley 
Rockbridge 
 
     Chris Diffley is the Managing Director of Rockbridge’s Investment Group. In this role, Chris has primary 
responsibility for oversight of new Investment origination and underwriting as well as Investment disposition 
and capital transactions on Rockbridge's existing portfolio. Chris manages the oversight of Rockbridge's 
Investment portfolio to assess risk, ensure the security of the collateral, and enhance the value of these assets 
through performance analysis, capital Investment and close coordination with Rockbridge's operating partners 
regarding execution of each business plan. 
     Chris initially joined Rockbridge as a member of the Investment Group in 2006 where he was responsible 
for originating, underwriting, and structuring new investments. He has over 20 years of transaction-based 
financial experience. Prior to joining Rockbridge, he was a Vice President in Credit Suisse's Investment 
Banking division, covering media and telecommunications companies and private equity firms. At Credit 
Suisse, Chris specialized in providing capital raising solutions across the capital structure and also provided 
strategic advisory services with respect to merger and acquisition transactions. Prior to joining Credit Suisse, 
Chris worked in the audit practice of KPMG LLP. 
     Chris is a Certified Public Accountant and received a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from 
The Ohio State University and a Master of Business Administration from the McDonough School of Business 
at Georgetown University. 
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Michael DiPrima 
CBRE 
 
     Michael DiPrima is an Executive Vice President at CBRE Hotels. Based in Newport Beach, his focus is on 
hospitality related investments sales along with debt and equity placement throughout the Americas. Michael 
is part of CBRE Hotels Institutional Group specializing in full and select-service investment sales in the United 
States. Notable transactions include the Marriott Newport Beach Fashion Island (which is up for Single Asset 
Transaction of the year award), Ritz Carlton Bacara Santa Barbara, and the James in West Hollywood. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Jeff Doane 
Accor 
 
     Jeff Doane has dedicated his career to maximizing the performance of the hotels he represents through 
heightened sales, marketing and revenue management leadership.    
     In his current role as Chief Commercial Officer, Doane oversees all aspects of marketing, sales and 
revenue management including strategy development and plan execution of the more than 120 Accor 
properties in the region. Prior to this role, Doane was the Senior Vice President, Sales & Marketing after 
serving as the Vice President Sales & Marketing for Fairmont Hotels and Resorts.      
     Doane began his longtime affiliation with Fairmont as a Sales Manager for the  
San Francisco property in 1994.  He has held several progressive positions with the company leading to his 
current role.  
     Doane discovered his affinity and aptitude for the hotel industry while studying Business Economics at the 
University of California at Santa Barbara. While attending UCSB, he worked at numerous hotels in a variety 
of roles including bellman, desk clerk, lifeguard and night audit.    
     In his free time, he is a wine enthusiast, enjoys the theatre as well as spending time with his wife and three 
daughters. He also loves engaging in outdoor activities and sports and is a lifetime fan of the Golden State 
Warriors. 
 

 

 

Michael Dominguez 
ALHI 
 
     Michael Dominguez serves as the President & CEO for Associated Luxury Hotels International (ALHI).   
ALHI is a Global Sales Organization with a team of nearly 80 professionals located among 26 offices across 
North America and Europe, ALHI’s serves a membership group of hotels that are Independent Hotels & 
Independent Brands that are an exclusive luxury collection.   Prior to joining ALHI, Michael served in executive 
sales leadership roles with MGM Resorts, Loews Hotels, Hyatt Hotels, Starwood Hotels and many more. 
     Michael is actively involved in leadership roles in the Meetings and Events Industry and currently serves 
as a Past Chairman of the International Board of Directors for MPI. 
     Michael speaks in the industry often on topics of disruption, the state of the industry, the economy, 
behavioral lessons.  Michael was recognized in M&C Magazines survey of top industry speakers and was an 
invited speaker at South by Southwest in 2018. 
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Roger Dow 
U.S. Travel Association 
 
     As the leading travel industry advocate, Dow and his team regularly confers with administration 
and congressional leaders to advance policies that benefit the broader travel industry. His efforts have 
resulted in major legislative victories, including securing pandemic-related relief for the hard-hit travel industry, 
establishing and renewing Brand USA, the highly effective national travel and tourism promotion program, and 
procuring funds to maintain America’s treasured national parks. Dow and U.S. Travel are also leaders of 
the Meetings Mean Business Coalition which promotes and defends the value of face-to-face business 
meetings, trade shows, conferences and conventions, as well as the Let’s Go There Coalition, a domestic 
initiative to inspire future travel following steep declines associated with the coronavirus pandemic. 
     U.S. Travel provides the industry with unrivaled research and insights and holds renowned annual events, 
such as IPW, the leading international inbound travel trade show, and ESTO, the premier learning and 
knowledge-sharing forum for destination marketing professionals. Most recently, Dow launched The Dow 
Report, a regular video series that features conversations with prominent CEOs across the industry about 
their leadership throughout the pandemic. 
     For his efforts to unify the travel industry and increase its effectiveness on Capitol Hill, Dow has received 
multiple honors and awards. Dow has also held seats on several boards, including ASAE, GWSAE, MPI 
Foundation, PCMA, Tourism Diversity Matters, RE/MAX International, the Travel Institute, and the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce Committee of 100, among others. 
     Prior to joining U.S. Travel in 2005, Dow spent 34 years at Marriott International, rising to senior vice 
president of global and field sales. Dow served in the United States Army with the 101st Airborne Division in 
Vietnam, where he received the Bronze Star and other citations. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Seton Hall University and was honored as a Most Distinguished Alumnus in 2012. In addition, he holds 
an honorary degree from Johnson & Wales University. 
 

 

 

David Eisen 
HotStats 
 
     David Eisen is Director of Hotel Intelligence, Americas for HotStats, a global, monthly profit-and-loss data 
benchmarking company. He is responsible for business development activity and developing content 
marketing strategies to drive HotStats’ brand awareness. Prior to joining HotStats, David served as Editor-in-
Chief of the Questex Hospitality Group, which includes Hotel Management magazine. His responsibilities 
included overseeing content direction for the magazine and website, and leading content creation for events 
and conferences under the Questex umbrella. Prior to Questex, he was hotel editor at Business Travel News.   
David has a master's degree in hospitality industry studies from New York University’s Jonathan M. Tisch 
Center for Hospitality and Tourism. He frequently participates on panels and roundtable discussions on myriad 
global hospitality industry trends and topics.  
 

 

 

Cindy Estis Green 
Kalibri Labs 
 
     Cindy Estis Green’s career began in corporate marketing and senior operations roles for Hilton 
International. After founding the data mining consultancy, Driving Revenue, and selling it to Pegasus 
Solutions, Ms. Estis Green spent twelve years as managing partner of The Estis Group. A prolific writer, Estis 
Green is co-author of several groundbreaking studies including Distribution Channel Analysis, Demystifying 
the Digital Marketplace, and a series of Special Reports on topics including social media, Book Direct 
campaigns and the Groups & Meetings market. Estis Green has been honored as one of the 25 Extraordinary 
Minds in Sales and Marketing, was inducted into the prestigious Hospitality Technology Hall of Fame and was 
named as one of Cornell University’s 90 Influential Hotelies.  She launched AH&LA’s Consumer Innovation 
Forum with leading experts in digital and distribution strategy and is sought after globally to speak on topics 
related to digital disruption and the impact on the economics of hotels. Ms. Estis Green founded Kalibri Labs 
in 2012, a firm providing commercial strategy and a next-gen benchmarking platform to evaluate and predict 
hotel revenue performance. Using innovative big data and data science techniques, Kalibri Labs helps hotel 
owners, investors and operators optimize profit contribution. Estis Green holds a BS degree from Cornell 
University and an MBA from The American University. 
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Michael Evans 
Marcus Hotels & Resorts 
 
     Michael Evans is President of Marcus Hotels & Resorts. Marcus Hotels & Resorts has been a leader in the 
hospitality business for almost 60 years and is part of the NYSE publicly traded Marcus Corporation. The 
company owns and manages a diverse portfolio of hotels and resorts, including properties branded by the 
world’s largest hospitality companies such as Marriott, Hilton, and Hyatt, as well as a collection of unique 
independent hotels and resorts.  
     Prior to joining Marcus Hotels & Resorts, Evans was the Chief Executive Officer of Apex 
Capital Ventures LLC, a real estate company that focused on the development and acquisition of hotels, 
resorts, and branded residences in high barrier to entry markets in the U.S. 
     Evans is a seasoned executive with global development experience in the U.S., Europe, the Middle East, 
Asia, and Latin America. He held several key senior management positions with Marriott International, 
including roles in which he developed hotels for the company on a global scale. Before joining Marriott 
International, Evans was an attorney in private practice in Miami, Florida. 
     Evans received his Juris Doctorate (J.D.) degree from the University of Miami School of Law and his 
undergraduate degree in Business Administration from the University of Florida. 
 

 

Ben Faden 
Tripleseat Software 
      
     With more than 30 years of hospitality experience, Ben Faden has worked for some of the leading 
hospitality groups in the country, eventually being asked to be part of the creative and opening teams for three 
successful new concepts in Chicago and New York. After spending nearly a decade managing national 
political campaigns and a brief stint in management consulting, Faden returned to hospitality, joining the 
Tripleseat team in 2011 to help bring the hospitality industry to the next level with their first of its kind, web-
based sales and catering software. Tripleseat, established in 2008, was built by a team of hospitality 
professionals to help the industry manage its events and group bookings more efficiently. Since joining the 
team, Faden has helped expand the company to international levels, and most recently tripled its hotel profile, 
adding some of the country's leading limited-service and boutique hotel chains. To learn more about 
Tripleseat, visit www.tripleseat.com.  
 
 

 

Warren Q. Fields 
Pyramid Hotel Group 
 
     Warren Fields, President and Chief Executive Officer of Pyramid Hotel Group, has grown the Boston-based 
management firm from three hotels in 1999 to over 120 hotels in the United States, Caribbean, and Western 
Europe today. Prior to assuming the responsibilities of President and CEO, Fields was Chief Investment 
Officer responsible for all aspects of business development (acquisitions, management & asset management 
contracts, fundraising, ground up development, and investments, including M&A deals).  Before co-founding 
Pyramid, he helped grow the Promus Hotel Corporation through management roles in development, 
acquisitions, and operations, last serving as Vice President of Development and Operations before Promus 
was sold to Hilton Hotel Corporation in 1999. Fields began his career with Beacon Hotel Corporation, a 
predecessor company to Promus, where he served as Vice President of Development for Guest Quarters 
Hotels, and later DoubleTree.           Fields was appointed by the Massachusetts Governor to the Massport 
Board of Directors in 2019. He is also a Board Director for Independent Bank Corp., parent of Rockland Trust 
Company.  Fields is a graduate of the Cornell University School of Hotel Administration and a member of its 
advisory board. 
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Carlos Flores 
Sonesta  
 
     Carlos Flores was named President & CEO effective February 20, 2015.  He oversees the day-to-day 
operation of Sonesta, directs the senior leadership team and liaises with property owners. His focus includes 
refining Sonesta’s expression of genuine hospitality as the brand pursues sustained growth and a larger global 
footprint. 
     Carlos joined Sonesta in February, 2012 as Executive Vice President where he oversaw strategic hotel 
growth and conversions (increasing the Sonesta U.S. hotel presence in 2012 from three hotels to 25 hotels), 
as well as sales, marketing, communication and revenue management for the company.   
Prior to joining Sonesta, Carlos was Vice President & Chief Information Officer for Reit Management & 
Research LLC (RMR) a private company that primarily manages publicly traded companies.  Before 2007, 
Carlos held senior management positions in the hospitality, technology, media and retail industries. 
     Carlos has a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from San Francisco State University. 
 

 

 

Kellan Florio 
Goldman Sachs 
 
     Kellan is a managing director in the Real Estate Group in the Investment Banking Division and leads the 
firm's coverage of the lodging and leisure industry. He joined the Real Estate Group as an analyst 2007 and 
was named managing director in 2019. 
     Kellan first joined Goldman Sachs as an analyst in the Securities Division in 2005 and took a one-year 
sabbatical in 2008 to volunteer for Grassroot Soccer, Inc., a South Africa based HIV/AIDS nonprofit, before 
returning to the Real Estate Group as an associate in 2009. 
     Kellan earned a BA in Economics from Middlebury College in 2005. 

 

 

 

JP Ford 
Lodging Econometrics  
 
     JP leads all of the strategic sales initiatives for Lodging Econometrics. He is an industry leading real estate 
advisory specialist with over 30 years of experience providing business development, acquisition and 
disposition services. 
     JP serves as a trusted advisor to Franchise Companies looking to identify branding opportunities; 
Ownership and Management Groups looking to add real estate assets and management contracts to their 
portfolios; Lodging Industry Vendors seeking to increase product distribution and Wall Street Analysts 
interested in evaluating hotel development, hotel sales transaction trends, and assessing investment potential 
in hotel companies and markets. 
     JP chairs the committee responsible for gathering nominations and selecting the finalists for the America’s 
Lodging Investment Summit (ALIS) “Development of the Year” awards, which recognizes the most outstanding 
achievement in hotel construction and design in the country. JP is also a committee member of the Caribbean 
Hotel and Resort Investment Summit (CHRIS), which selects the “Development of the Year Award,” in the 
Caribbean. 
     JP is a speaker at various hotel industry events and conferences and regularly contributes to several 
lodging real estate publications. 
     JP is a Certified Hotel Broker (CHB), a Member of the International Society of Hospitality Consultants 
(ISHC), and a Member of the Board of Trustees for Catholic Charities of New Hampshire. 
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Greg M. Friedman 
Peachtree Hotel Group 
 
     Mr. Friedman is the Chief Executive Officer of Peachtree Hotel Group and has more than 22 years of 
hospitality experience with an emphasis on deal-structure and financing.  Mr. Friedman has successfully led 
Peachtree Hotel Group in more than $4 billion in hotel acquisitions, investments and development since 
cofounding the company.  He formerly was senior vice president of business development for Specialty 
Finance Group, LLC (“Specialty Finance Group”), a direct lender providing hotel first mortgage and FF&E 
financing, where he originated more than $2 billion of hotel debt.  Previously, Mr. Friedman was vice president 
of business development for GMAC Commercial Mortgage – Asset-Backed Lending Division.  During his six-
year tenure, he originated, closed and funded more than 300 hospitality FF&E financing transactions with an 
aggregate capital structure exceeding $10 billion.  Mr. Friedman holds a Bachelor of Arts in Biology from the 
University of Texas at Austin. 
 

 

 

Troy G. Furbay 
DiamondRock Hospitality 
 
     Troy Furbay is Chief Investment Officer and Executive Vice President of DiamondRock Hospitality, a 
leading lodging-focused publicly traded real estate investment trust with an enterprise value of over $3 billion.  
DiamondRock controls more than 11,000 hotel rooms in the United States with a concentration of properties 
in gateway and premier resort market.  Furbay leads the investment, underwriting and disposition of real estate 
assets for the company. 
     Furbay has over two decades of experience in real estate, capital markets and hospitality management.  
Prior to joining the DiamondRock in 2014, Furbay served as Chief Investment Officer at Loews Hotels & 
Resorts. In this role, he was responsible for the creation and implementation of short and long-term growth 
strategies and for leading over $600 million in capital investments. He also led asset dispositions, capital 
raising efforts, numerous asset development programs, and cultivated key relationships with brokerage firms 
and development communities that helped drive proprietary sourced transactions.  Prior to Loews, he served 
for nearly a decade as Senior Vice President, Acquisitions and Development at Kimpton Hotels where he was 
responsible for all aspects of the company's acquisition and development efforts. Prior to Kimpton, Furbay 
developed extensive real estate and lodging experience at MeriStar Hotels & Resorts/MeriStar Hospitality and 
Sheraton.  In addition, he was a management consultant with KPMG. 
     Furbay is a member of Urban Land Institute Hotel Development Council and AH&LA, and a regular speaker 
at industry conferences.  Furbay earned a B.A. from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington and an 
M.B.A. from Fordham University. 
 

 

 

Dawn Gallagher 
Crescent Hotels & Resorts 
 
     Dawn Gallagher is an accomplished hotel and resort revenue generation expert with nearly three decades 
of developing and executing sales plans and critical paths; increasing revenue generation and growth; creation 
of national sales team; and management of both branded and independent hotels. As Chief Sales & Marketing 
Officer, Dawn oversees all Crescent Sales, Marketing, Public Relations, Revenue and Digital Strategies and 
plays a major role in the overall direction and strategic initiatives of the company. 
     Prior to joining Crescent, Dawn served as SVP of Sales & Marketing at Interstate Hotels where she was 
responsible for all Sales, Marketing and Revenue for all independent hotels in NYC, Interstate owned assets, 
as well as other priority projects.  
     Dawn has distinguished Crescent as an award-winning management firm with a powerful sales culture. 
She has strategically enhanced the Crescent Global Sales Team and network and strengthened processes in 
sales training and transitions to increase revenues quicker and more successfully. With her leadership and 
significant knowledge of the hospitality industry, she is also credited for enhancing the digital team and shaping 
Latitudes: Lifestyles by Crescent, a division of Crescent Hotels & Resorts focused on the unique needs of 
independent and boutique hotels. 
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Apoorva Gandhi  
Marriott International, Inc. 
 
     As Vice President for Multicultural Affairs and Business Councils for Marriott International, Apoorva Gandhi 
is responsible for creating and executing an externally-focused global strategy that builds reputation, 
preference and loyalty from diverse customer segments and communities for the Marriott portfolio of brands.  
He helps ensure the company’s communications, marketing, sales and operations consider and reflect multi-
cultural markets and public affairs as Marriott continues its aggressive growth throughout the world. In addition, 
Mr. Gandhi supports and leads Marriott's 104 Worldwide Business Councils focused on delivering our four 
pillars of Culture, Government Affairs, Market Driven Initiatives and Social Impact. 
     Mr. Gandhi has nearly 30 years of proven strategy, business process, program management and 
organizational change skills, leadership and delivery expertise.  He also has extensive management and 
delivery experience working with diverse business clients and a solid track record delivering measurable 
success to clients across various business disciplines. 
     Prior to his current position, Mr. Gandhi was senior director for organizational capability where he led the 
company’s global reorganization program in Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Asia.  He has held other 
positions with Marriott, beginning as a front desk associate when he first completed college.  He also worked 
as vice president for global lodging services where he helped deliver critical brand initiatives.  
     Before joining Marriott, Mr. Gandhi was a senior consulting manager in Accenture’s Communications and 
High Tech practice for more than a decade, where he managed merger and integration programs as well as 
process reengineering efforts for large telecom clients.  He also led diversity programs at Accenture. 
     Mr. Gandhi is an honors graduate of the University of Maryland, School of Business and Management.  He 
is a member of the J.W. Marriott, Jr., Diversity Award committee, Delta Sigma Pi Business Fraternity and 
Omicron Delta Kappa Leadership Society. Apoorva lives in Bethesda, Md. with his wife and three children. In 
his free time, he enjoys travel, playing ice hockey and listening to music (loudly). 
 
 

 

Krissy Gathright 
KMG Advisors 
 
     Krissy Gathright is the former EVP and COO and current Member of the Board of Directors of Apple 
Hospitality REIT (NYSE: APLE). Apple Hospitality owns one of the largest portfolios of select service and 
extended stay hotels in the United States. Prior to joining Apple, Krissy served in investor relations, asset 
management, accounting and audit roles with Cornerstone Realty Income Trust and United Dominion Realty, 
both multifamily REIT’s, as well as EY. As an influential leader in the hospitality industry, Krissy served on the 
American Hotel & Lodging Association (AH&LA) board and the governing board of the AH&LA’s Consumer 
Innovation Forum, an industry leadership group bringing together brand, owner and management company 
executives to improve the consumer shopping, buying and stay experience. She served as the Courtyard 
Franchise Advisory Council President for 10 years and was a founding member of the Marriott and Hilton 
Distribution Advisory Councils. Mrs. Gathright also serves as a member of the Board of Directors of Spirit 
Realty Capital (NYSE:SRC) and several not-for-profit entities.  She is a Board Advisor for Truist Bank 
(NYSE:TFC) of Greater Richmond and the McIntire School of Commerce. As an active venture investor and 
advisor, Krissy works with innovative founders who are capitalizing on emerging trends while wisely balancing 
technology and human capital resources to transform industries. Mrs. Gathright earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree, with distinction from the McIntire School of Commerce at the University of Virginia and resides in 
Richmond, Virginia with her husband and sons. 
 

 

 

Sourav Ghosh 
Host Hotels & Resorts 
 
     Sourav Ghosh joined Host Hotels & Resorts in August 2009 as Vice President, Global Business Intelligence 
& Portfolio Strategy. As CFO, he leads the company's Finance function, including Accounting, Treasury and 
Investor Relations, while also overseeing the Enterprise Analytics and Information Technology teams.    
Previously, he served as Executive Vice President, Strategy & Analytics, with responsibility for the company's 
enterprise analytics and IT functions and platforms. Prior to joining Host, Mr. Ghosh held several positions at 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts, including Senior Director of Real Estate Investments and Director of Acquisitions 
& Development, responsible for sourcing, structuring and negotiating acquisitions and development deals. He 
currently serves as a Board of Directors member for the U.S. Travel Association as well as Uniform System 
of Accounts for the Lodging Industry. 
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Benjamin Gottlieb 
Geolo Capital 
 
     Ben Gottlieb oversees Geolo Capital’s Asset Management and Credit verticals.  His responsibilities include 
originating new mezzanine and preferred equity investments and asset managing Geolo’s real estate portfolio 
of over 2,500 guestrooms and over 400 apartment units. Geolo’s hospitality holdings include both branded 
and independent properties that range from urban lifestyle hotels to luxury resorts.  
     Prior to joining Geolo Capital, Ben was the Vice President of Acquisitions at AJ Capital Partners and one 
of the founders of Graduate Hotels®. While at AJ Capital, Ben was responsible for the acquisition, financing 
and redevelopment of 10 hotels across the country. Ben began his career in Tokyo with Morgan Stanley Real 
Estate where he covered the firm's private equity real estate investments in Asia Pacific and Europe. 
     Ben received an MBA from Cornell University's Johnson School and holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. 
 

 

 

Ken Greene 
AAHOA 
 
     Ken Greene serves as interim president and CEO of AAHOA, the world's largest hotel owners association.  
Prior to joining AAHOA in June of 2021, Ken’s career included successfully leading hospitality organizations 
for more than two decades in the United States and around the world. 
     His leadership at global hotel brands like Radisson Hotel Group, Cendant Corporation (now Wyndham 
Hotel Group), resulted in significant positive change in culture, growth and financial performance.  
Ken has served on several hospitality industry boards and is a frequent speaker at major international 
conferences. He was also CEO of Greenehouse Consulting LCC, a Florida-based management and advisory 
services company. 
     His background in hospitality will help advance and protect the business interests of the nearly 20,000 
AAHOA Members. 
     Ken is an MBA graduate of the University of Texas at Dallas, and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Economics from Swarthmore College in Swarthmore, Pennsylvania.  
 

 

 

Kenneth R. Greger 
August Leadership 
 
     A Partner with August Leadership LLC, a global search firm, Ken co-leads the Travel & Hospitality Practice.  
He specializes in filling C-suite and other key leadership positions for clients ranging from travel tech startups 
to Fortune 500 hospitality companies, inclusive of hotels and resorts, restaurants, casino gaming and 
integrated resorts, cruise, private equity and all things digital.  Ken is passionate about balancing skill sets 
with cultural DNA so clients achieve their targeted business outcomes with long-term solutions.  He is equally 
passionate about helping his clients attract and retain A-players.  He serves on the Board of Directors for the 
HSMAI Foundation and is also a member of the ALIS Planning Committee. 
     Ken has spoken multiple times at The Lodging Conference, ALIS, The Global Spa & Wellness Summit and 
to other audiences. A frequent author, Ken’s articles have appeared in The Cornell H. R. A. Quarterly, Hotel 
& Motel Management, HOTELS, Hotel News Now, Hotel Executive, and other leading industry news media, 
including Huffington Post. Ken is a Certified Public Accountant, having started his career with Deloitte. From 
there he entered the world of executive search and consulting, later joining KPMG’s global search practice in 
Los Angeles, where he was also a member of the firm’s Entertainment Industry Practice Group. He was later 
recruited to lead executive search in the Western Region for Laventhol & Horwath.  Ken left to launch 
Greger/Peterson Associates, Inc., a highly regarded executive search firm specializing in Hospitality & Leisure 
that ultimately merged with another firm.  Ken joined August Leadership in December 2018. 
 

 



  

Page 21 of 54 

SPEAKERS as of July 21, 2021              

 

Jennifer Gribble 
IHG Hotels & Resorts 
 
     As Senior Vice President, Global Marketing, Mainstream Brands, Jennifer Gribble has global responsibility 
for EVEN Hotels®, Holiday Inn®, Holiday Inn Express®, Staybridge Suites®, Candlewood Suites®, Atwell 
Suites™ and avid® hotels brands. She leads development and delivery of overall brand performance; design 
and experience and food and beverage for IHG’s Mainstream portfolio. 
     Prior to this, she led the fast-paced development of avid hotels, a high-quality midscale offering with a 
pipeline of more than 200 hotels, and Atwell Suites, a new upper midscale, all-suites hotel brand that began 
franchise sales in September 2019. 
     In her 16-year tenure at IHG, Jennifer has served as Vice President, Brand Marketing leading the Holiday 
Inn Express, Staybridge Suites and Candlewood Suites brands; Director, Brand Management, Crowne Plaza® 
Hotels & Resorts in the Americas and Director, Marketing Services. 
     Prior to joining IHG, she spent four years with Midwest Express Airlines, where she was accountable for 
management of global distribution carrier agreements and e-commerce initiatives. 
     Jennifer earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration from Butler University, and also completed 
a liberal arts program in Seville, Spain. 
 

 

 

Andrea Grigg 
JLL’s Hotels & Hospitality Group 
 
     Andrea Grigg leads the Global Asset Management practice for JLL. She oversees JLL’s cross-border 
clients, working in collaboration with the regional asset management heads. 
Andrea also oversees the operator/brand selection and management contract negotiation services in the 
Americas, allowing us to better align the selection process and better serve our clients by sharing global best 
practices.  
     Andrea is personally involved in the strategic asset management of the entire JLL Americas and Global 
Asset Management portfolio and interacts with senior-level ownership, brand, and management executives. 
In this capacity, she strives to ensure our asset management services are tailored to meet our clients’ 
objectives and ensures the necessary resources are deployed to meet our clients’ ambitions. 
     She brings 20+ years of leisure real estate and hospitality industry experience to her role as practice leader, 
including luxury resort and master-planned community operations, international residential sales consulting, 
and hotel asset management. Andrea has extensive asset management experience and has worked with 
brands and independent management companies such as Hilton, Marriott, St. Regis, Sheraton, Four Seasons, 
Fairmont, Aimbridge, Hyatt, Viceroy, Pyramid,  etc. 
     Andrea graduated from the University of Morón School of Tourism and Hospitality in Argentina in 1995.  
Andrea is fluent in both English and Spanish. She is a member of the Hospitality Asset Managers Association  
(HAMA) Americas. She has also participated as a speaker at numerous industry conferences and authored 
thought leadership content. 
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Rob Hays 
Ashford Hospitality Trust 
 
     J. Robison Hays, III is the President and Chief Executive Officer of Ashford Hospitality Trust (NYSE: AHT) 
and the Senior Managing Director of Ashford (NYSE American: AINC). He is also a member of the Board of 
Directors of Ashford Trust. 
     Mr. Hays has nearly two decades of business experience operating and growing companies, including 15 
years of real estate experience. Previously, he served as Chief Strategy Officer for Ashford, Ashford Trust and 
Braemar Hotels & Resorts (NYSE: BHR). He also served as Co-President for Ashford. Prior to these roles he 
served as Senior Vice President Corporate Finance & Strategy for Ashford Trust and Braemar Hotels & 
Resorts. 
During his tenure at Ashford, Mr. Hays has been responsible for leading the execution of key strategic and 
operating initiatives. He has overseen financial analyses related to mergers, acquisitions, divestitures, 
refinancings, hedging, capital market transactions and major capital outlays. Prior to 2013, in addition to his 
other responsibilities, Mr. Hays was in charge of Ashford Trust's investor relations efforts. Mr. Hays is a 
frequent speaker at industry and Wall Street investor conferences. 
     Prior to joining Ashford, Mr. Hays worked in the Corporate Development office of Dresser, Inc., a Dallas-
based oil field service and manufacturing company, where he focused on mergers, acquisitions, and strategic 
direction. Before working at Dresser, Mr. Hays was a member of the Merrill Lynch Global Power & Energy 
Investment Banking Group based in Texas. 
     Mr. Hays earned his A.B. in Politics with a certificate in Political Economy from Princeton University and 
later studied philosophy at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome, Italy. 
 

 

 

Robert Hee 
Canyon Equity LLC 
 
     Robert Hee is a Managing Director of Canyon Equity LLC, a vertically-integrated private investment 
company focused on the acquisition, repositioning, development and ownership of small luxury resorts, 
managed by marquis brands in unique destinations around the world.  At Canyon Equity, Robert is responsible 
for strategic planning, financial underwriting of new investments and administration of the company including 
overseeing the finance and accounting functions.  Prior to joining Canyon Equity, he was a Principal on the 
Real Estate and Lodging Investment Banking platform of Banc of America Securities in San Francisco.  During 
his nine year tenure there he successfully completed approximately 50 M&A, debt and equity assignments 
totaling in excess of $20 billion dollars.  Robert holds an M.B.A. from the Amos Tuck School at Dartmouth 
College and B.S. and M.S. degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles and Stanford University, 
respectively. 
 
 

 

Adam Hengels 
Parafin 
 
     Adam Hengels is CEO and co-founder of Parafin, an award-winning software startup that empowers real 
estate developers to instantly evaluate the feasibility of hotel development opportunities, saving weeks of 
critical time when making the decision to acquire land for development. Run right from a web browser, 
Parafin’s algorithms running on high-powered cloud computers generate thousands of brand-compliant hotel 
designs based on the developer’s goals for a site. Development budgets and investment models are 
automatically generated for each option to help determine the highest-performing building layout for that site.  
Adam has over two decades of experience in real estate development and finance as well as an MS in 
Engineering and MS in Real Estate Development from MIT.  During his career at Forest City Ratner 
Companies, Adam coordinated the master budgeting, investment modelling and cost control for the $5B 
Atlantic Yards development project (now Pacific Park), which includes the world's tallest modular tower and 
the Barclays Center Arena for the Brooklyn Nets. 
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Kate Henriksen 
RLJ Lodging Trust 
 
     A veteran RLJ executive, Kate B. Henriksen has overseen the underwriting on completed transactions 
totaling $8 billion, including the merger with FelCor Lodging Trust. Ms. Henriksen has also been involved in 
RLJ’s capital recycling program, marketing for sale nearly $3.7 billion in sold assets. When RLJ was privately 
held, she also oversaw the portfolio management function and her responsibilities included tracking the 
performance of the company’s investment portfolios, assisting with capital raising efforts and managing 
relationships with investors in RLJ’s investment funds.  Prior to joining RLJ in 2002, Ms. Henriksen served as 
a Director of Development Planning and Feasibility at Marriott International. Her experience also includes 
consulting on and appraising more than $44 billion in existing and proposed lodging facilities for HVS 
International.  Ms. Henriksen received a bachelor’s degree from Cornell University’s School of Hotel 
Administration.  She currently serves as a member of the Board of Directors of Stratus Properties Inc. 
 
 

 
 

 

Tyler Henritze 
Blackstone 
 
     Tyler Henritze is a Senior Managing Director in the Real Estate group and the Head of US Acquisitions. 
Since joining Blackstone in 2004, Mr. Henritze has been involved in approximately $100 billion of real estate 
investments across all property types. Notable transactions include the acquisition of Gramercy Capital, 
International Market Center, GE Capital’s real estate business, Strategic Hotels, Motel 6, the Cosmopolitan of 
Las Vegas, Extended Stay America, Equity Office Properties and CarrAmerica. Mr. Henritze currently serves 
as a board member of The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas and is a former board member of Hilton Worldwide, 
Park Hotels and La Quinta. 
     Before joining Blackstone, Mr. Henritze worked at Merrill Lynch, where he was an Analyst in the Real 
Estate Investment Banking group. 
     Mr. Henritze received a BS in Commerce from The McIntire School at the University of Virginia where he 
graduated with distinction. He also helped found and serves on the investment community board of CityYear 
New York.  
 

 

 

Jeff Higley 
The BHN Group 
 
     A former journalist who specialized in the hotel industry for 25 years, Jeff Higley has been President of The 
BHN Group since May 2019. 
     He launched Hotel News Now, a division of STR, in September 2008 and The Hotel Data Conference in 
2009. 
     Higley began his career in the newspaper industry and worked as a sportswriter for several Midwest 
newspapers, covering everything from high school basketball to the World Series. He moved to business-to-
business publishing in 1995. 
     Higley is a product of Valparaiso University in Indiana and a native of Sandusky, Ohio. 
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Amanda Hite 
STR 
 
     Amanda W. Hite, STR’s president since 2011, oversees the company’s business activities and overall 
direction. 
     Under Hite’s leadership, STR has experienced substantial growth in its global presence, client base, data 
coverage and revenue. Her time with the company has also resulted in several significant milestones, 
including the 2016 unification of STR’s global brands, and the implementation of a number of key industry 
deliverables. Additionally, Hite led STR through the company’s acquisition by CoStar Group (NASDAQ: 
CSGP) in late 2019. 
     Hite’s accomplishments have been recognized with inclusion in “30 Influential Women in Hospitality” and 
“40 Under 40 Emerging Leaders” lists.  
     Hite is a member of the Board of Directors of the American Hotel & Lodging Association, the U.S. Travel 
Association, the Executive Council of Women in Lodging, and the Board of Directors of Forward Sumner 
Economic Partnership. She also serves as a member of the Travel and Tourism Advisory Council for the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta and on the Industry Advisory Board of the Hotel and Restaurant Management 
Program at Auburn University. 
     Prior to joining STR in 2006, Hite was the Director of Research for the Nashville Area Chamber of 
Commerce. 
She is a graduate of Birmingham-Southern College with a B.S. in Business Administration. She resides in 
Hendersonville, TN, with her husband and two children. 
 

 

 

Kathleen Hollis 
Evolution Hospitality 
 
     Ms. Hollis leads the business development and feasibility efforts for Evolution Hospitality. Her role is to 
grow Evolution’s managed portfolio and assist its owners in evaluating the viability of their projects. Ms. Hollis 
has been with Evolution since 2014. She was previously with Wells Fargo in its Hospitality Finance Group 
where she spent time in both the origination and underwriting groups. Ms. Hollis is a graduate of Cornell 
University’s Hotel School. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Andrew Holt 
Eastdil Secured 
 
     Andrew Holt is a Director in Eastdil Secured’s Los Angeles office with responsibility for sourcing and 
placement of the firm’s hospitality related investment property sales, debt placements, and secondary loan 
sales.  Mr. Holt participated in the October 2019 management-led recapitalization of Eastdil Secured that 
resulted in the creation of the premier independent investment advisor in the commercial real estate space. 
     In his 16 years with the firm, Mr. Holt has successfully completed over $20 billion of hospitality transactions 
comprising approximately 340 properties.  Notable transactions completed over the past 12 months include 
the investment sales of Vespera on Ocean Pismo Beach, Napa Valley Marriott Resort & Spa, Renaissance 
Austin, and Courtyard Woodland Hills and the financing placements of Pendry West Hollywood, Terranea 
Resort, L’Ermitge Beverly Hills, and Renaissance Los Angeles Airport. 
     Mr. Holt holds a B.A. from the University of California at Santa Barbara. 
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Amy Hulbert 
Best Western Hotels & Resorts 
 
     Amy Hulbert is vice president of boutique and upscale brands for Best Western® Hotels & Resorts. A 25-
year veteran of the hospitality design industry, Hulbert joined the company in 2010 and now leads the brand 
team in helping promote the successful growth and performance of its upscale and boutique brands.  
     At the helm of the design department for Best Western Hotels & Resorts for nearly a decade, she led the 
design of two of Best Western’s newest brands - Vīb® and GLō®, and developed the conversion boutique 
brands Sadie and Aiden, and rolled out various prototypes for the company’s legacy brands. Helping catapult 
the company to the forefront of industry innovation through cutting-edge design, Hulbert is an industry thought 
leader and frequently shares her insight in forward-thinking articles and industry panels focused on hotel 
design trends.  
 

 

 

Rachel Humphrey 
AAHOA  
 
     Rachel Humphrey serves as the Executive Vice President & COO of AAHOA, the nation's largest hotel 
owners association. 
     Rachel joined AAHOA in 2015 as Vice President and Managing Attorney for Franchise Relations after 
more than 20 years as a trial lawyer, representing franchisees and other small businesses. She served as 
AAHOA’s Vice President of Franchise Relations from 2015‐2021. In 2017, Rachel accepted the position of 

Chief Operating Officer where she also became responsible for AAHOA’s day‐to‐day operations, managing 
its franchise and industry partner relations, and overseeing the association's education initiatives. In addition 
to her other roles, Rachel led AAHOA as its Interim President and CEO for most of 2019. She is also a member 
of AAHOA’s Executive Leadership Team. 
     Rachel has been recognized by Hotel Management as one of the “Influential Women in Hospitality” (2018), 
by Lodging Magazine as one of “18 Women Paving the Way in Hospitality” (2019), and by Atlanta Business 
Chronicle in its Hospitality Quarterly Who’s Who (2019), as well as by Georgia Trend Magazine as one of 
"Georgia’s Legal Elite: The State’s Most Effective Lawyers.” 
     Rachel serves on the HD Expo + Conference Advisory Board, Podium Committee at the Castell Project 
Inc., HX Advisory Board, Planning Committees for ALIS and ALIS Law, AHLA Financial Management 
Committee, ISHC/Questex Hospitality & Travel Diversity & Inclusion Advisory Council, and Hyatt Select 
Operations Advisory Council, as well as the AHLA, U.S. Travel, and IFA Advisory Councils for Health and 
Safety Standards, and WELL Health‐Safety Rating for Hotels and Resorts arising out of Covid‐19. 
 

 

 

Emil Iskandar 
HVS 
 
     As the leader of the HVS Capital Markets team, Emil provides debt and equity solutions for hospitality real 
estate investment clients. He works with a wide range of investors, from large multinational institutions to 
family offices, to assist them in meeting their financing needs. Emil provides origination, structuring, and 
placement of debt and equity capital solutions across all facets of commercial, multifamily, lodging, and leisure 
properties. 
     In today’s highly fluid real estate capital market environment that is affected by constantly changing capital 
flows and underwriting parameters, Emil leverages his extensive experience and understanding of hospitality 
financing on behalf of clients. Working in a collaborative way throughout each step of the financing process, 
he provides clients alternative options and delivers the optimal debt and equity capital solutions that fit their 
specific needs. 
     To date, Emil has completed over $1 billion of transactions that include senior debt, bridge loans, 
mezzanine, construction loans, preferred equity, joint venture equity, and loan restructuring. 
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Dianne Jaskulske, CHA 
Hilton 
 
     Dianne Jaskulske has worked for Hilton Worldwide for 35 years. Dianne currently serves as Vice President 
of Management Contract Services and Owner Relations for the Americas. In this role, Dianne is responsible 
for renewal and retention of all hotel management contracts in the Americas and assisting developers in new 
contract execution. She is also responsible for all franchise re-licensing and change of ownership in the 
Americas, strengthening owner relationships and assisting in resolving owner related issues.  Prior to this role, 
Dianne held several positions, including General Manager and Conversion General Manager for various 
properties in Georgia, Michigan, Florida, Minnesota and Washington D.C.  During her tenure in these positions 
she was recognized as General Manager of the Year.   
     She is a Certified Hotel Administrator (“CHA”) and received this certification from the Education Institute of 
the American Hotel and Motel Association.  Dianne attended Purdue University and Prairie State College with 
focus on Business and Computer Science. 
Dianne has served on various Boards and Committees throughout her career including: Collins College of 
Hospitality Management (CalPoly) – Board of Advisors, 2011 – Present; Georgia State University School of 
Hospitality – Advisory Board Member, 4 years; Orchestra Atlanta – Board Member, 4 years; Detroit 
Convention and Visitors Bureau – Owner Advisory Board, 3 years; Cornerstone Young Women’s Learning 
Center – Board of Directors, 2009 – 2019; Michigan Lodging Association – President, Education and 
Marketing Committee, 3 years; Detroit Metro Airport Hotel Association – President, 2 years; Troy, Michigan 
Chamber of Commerce – Board of Directors, 3 years; and Centennial Hotel Company LLC – Board of 
Directors. 
 
 

 

Stan Jones 
InterMountain 
 
     Stan serves as Executive Vice President of Development for InterMountain Hotels, a family owned and 
operated hotel development and management company founded 40 years ago by Dewey Weaver.  
InterMountain’s portfolio consists primarily of premium-branded select-service and extended-stay hotels 
across the US.  InterMountain has been recognized by Marriott as Developer of the Year and Hyatt as 
Strategic Partner of the Year and has also received recognition from Hilton and IHG as a preferred developer 
and operator. 
     Stan started his hotel career 30 years ago at the London Marriott Grosvenor Square, and has since held 
other positions in Marriott’s Feasibility Department as well as Lodging Development.  In 2005, he joined 
InterMountain to help establish a national footprint by identifying markets and development sites to expand 
their owned portfolio, as well as establishing a 3rd party management platform. Stan also promotes 
InterMountain’s other 3rd party services which include development/project management, design, 
procurement, renovations, and revenue generation. 
     Stan holds an undergraduate business degree from The College of William and Mary and has a master’s 
degree from the Cornell School of Hotel Administration.  

 

Adrienne Jubb 
Marriott International 
 
     Adrienne Jubb is Vice President of Development for Marriott International’s Select Brands.  She is 
responsible for franchise and managed growth of Courtyard, Four Points by Sheraton, SpringHill Suites, 
Fairfield, AC by Marriott, Aloft, Moxy, Residence Inn, Element by Westin, and TownePlace Suites within 
southern California and southern Nevada. 
     Adrienne joined Marriott from Starwood Hotels and Resorts, where she focused on managed development 
on the west coast and Hawaii.  Her experience includes iconic hotels such as the Kyo-ya Portfolio in Hawaii 
and W Hotels in Bellevue and Aspen. 
     Prior to joining Starwood, Adrienne was with HEI Hotels & Resorts, a privately held hotel real estate fund 
utilizing an owner/operator model.  While at HEI, she held various corporate positions which included 
acquisitions and development and operational planning. 
     Adrienne’s love of the hotel industry began at the Four Seasons Aviara pool in Carlsbad, California and 
Bacara Resort & Spa’s rooms division in Santa Barbara, California.   
     Ms. Jubb earned her bachelor’s degree from the University of California, Santa Barbara and her Master of 
Management in Hospitality from Cornell’s Hotel School.  She resides in her hometown of Carlsbad with her 
partner and two young sons. 
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John R. Karver  
Karv Corp 
 
     John Karver is an accomplished Real Estate Executive who is President of his own Real Estate Company, 
Karv Corp, that specializes in providing Brokerage and Advisory Services to Owners, Investors, Lenders and 
Operators of Hotels. With more than 40 years of experience and success in the hospitality and real estate 
industries, he is a valuable commodity for investors and companies seeking guidance on the disposition and 
acquisition of Hotels as well as hotel repositioning to broaden marketing reach for growth, expansion, and 
innovation.  
     Throughout his career, John has held leadership positions within CBRE and its predecessors (Hotel 
Partners/Insignia), Omni Hotels, Holiday Inns, Barton Ashman Associates, and Real Estate Research 
Corporation. 
     From 1997 through 2020, while with CBRE, he sold roughly 200 hotels for a value that exceeds $1.5B. 
Successful assignments have been completed across the US as well as the Caribbean. Clients include 
institutional owners as well as private investors. 
     During his prior 10-year tenure as Vice President of Development for Omni Hotels, 14 of the 37 Omni 
Hotels that existed at the time of his departure, were acquired, developed, managed or franchised under his 
direction. This included prominent acquisitions of the Four Seasons Inn on the Park, Houston; Marriott 
Mandalay Hotel, Dallas, and Hyatt Regency Suites, Chicago, all of which were rebranded to Omni Hotels. 
     John has a proven history of brokering third party single and multiple asset lodging transactions and 
managing in-house corporate acquisitions as well as the pre-sale of new hotel developments. His listing 
assignments are most often described as “Unique and/or Complicated” and require highly-creative marketing 
and a truly hands-on approach to ensure success. Client and investor listening and communication skills have 
been critical to his success as he views client collaboration as essential. While working assignments, he 
morphs into an ownership position focusing on his client’s unique needs and objectives and deal metrics. 
 

 

 

Justin Knight 
Apple Hospitality REIT 
 
     Justin Knight is Chief Executive Officer and a member of the Board of Directors of Apple Hospitality REIT, 
Inc. Apple Hospitality REIT is a publicly traded real estate investment trust that owns one of the largest 
portfolios of upscale, rooms-focused hotels in the United States. Justin has led the various Apple REIT 
Companies for almost twenty years. Within the industry, he currently serves on the Marriott Owners Advisory 
Council, the Residence Inn Association Board, and the American Hotel and Lodging Association (AHLA) 
Board of Directors as Vice Chair and a member of its Executive Committee. He is also very active in supporting 
the community, serving as a member of the National Advisory Council for the Marriott School at Brigham 
Young University (BYU), the Board of Trustees for The Valentine Museum, and the Board of Directors for 
Venture Richmond. Justin holds a Master of Business Administration degree from the Marriott School at BYU 
and a Bachelor of Arts degree, Cum Laude, from BYU.  
 
 

 

David Kong 
Best Western Hotels & Resorts 
 
     David Kong is President and CEO of BWH Hotel Group. Under Kong’s leadership, BWH Hotel Group has 
expanded its portfolio to 18 distinct brands in every chain scale segment from economy to luxury and offering 
experiences from traditional hotels to extended stay and boutique/lifestyle hotels. 
     Kong has positioned the company as a frontrunner in innovation, being named one of the Top 10 Most 
Innovative Companies in the world by Fast Company in 2018. Kong’s achievements were further honored in 
2019 with Hotel Interactive (USA) and GuestLab Magazine (Italy) both naming Kong Innovator of the Year. 
     Prior to BWH Hotel Group, Kong held leadership positions with KPMG Consulting and Hyatt® Hotels. Kong 
is a University of Hawaii graduate, and also completed the Executive Development Program at Northwestern 
University's Kellogg Graduate School of Management. Kong was the past Chairman of the American Hotel & 
Lodging Association (AHLA) and currently serves on the AHLA Executive Committee and the AHLA 
Foundation Board of Trustees. 
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Larry Kwon 
Moelis & Company 
 
     Larry Kwon is a Managing Director at Moelis & Company where he specializes in advising clients in the 
real estate, gaming, hospitality and leisure industries. Mr. Kwon has over 14 years of investment banking 
experience, advising both companies and investors on a wide variety of corporate finance matters including 
M&A, recapitalizations and restructurings, and debt and equity capital raisings. Mr. Kwon advises on both U.S. 
and international transactions and has executed numerous cross-border transactions involving parties in Asia, 
Canada, Mexico and the Middle East. Prior to joining Moelis & Company, Mr. Kwon was a Vice President at 
Jefferies & Company in the Recapitalization & Restructuring Group and a Management Consultant at 
Accenture.      Mr. Kwon holds a B.A. in Economics and History from Tufts University. 
 
 

 

Todd P. Leach 
ISHC and Dedica Group 
 
     Todd Payton Leach is a Partner at Dedica Group - a boutique strategy and creative agency in New York 
City.  As the Chief Client Officer for Dedica, Todd collaborates with clients to create, define or position their 
brand in an ever-changing marketing landscape.  Todd and the Dedica team bring creative solutions to 
established brands such as IHG, Coca-Cola, and AMC Theatres - as well as new and emerging brands that 
seek to differentiate themselves with today’s savvy consumers.   
     With 30 years of experience in marketing strategy, advertising, and creative development, Todd has built 
an impressive track record based on the foundation of superior client management and business-building 
relationships.  Over the past two decades, Todd has helped build and activate large brand projects for 
entertainment and sporting venues, marquis hospitality landmarks and local New York restaurants.   
     Prior to joining the Dedica Group team, Todd served a strategic role at The Coca-Cola Company as the 
Senior Marketing lead for the Lodging and Hospitality Channel in North America.  At Coca-Cola, Todd 
managed all marketing relationships within the hospitality portfolio, built consumer-based strategies and 
assisted with brand-building activities for national brands such as Hilton, InterContinental Hotels, Starwood 
Hotels and Royal Caribbean International. 
     Currently, Todd is serving as the Vice President, Board of Directors for ISHC, the professional society and 
world’s greatest source for hospitality expertise and counsel, represented by over 200 of the industry’s most 
respected professionals from across six continents.   
 
 

 

Brad LeBlanc 
Best Western Hotels & Resorts 
 
     Brad LeBlanc is senior vice president & chief development officer for Best Western® Hotels & Resorts. 
LeBlanc joined Best in 2019 and leads sales and development efforts for North America expansion of the Best 
Western core brands, SureStay Hotel Group®, Executive Residency by Best Western®, Vīb®, GLō®, Aiden® 
by Best Western, Sadie® Best Western, BW Premier Collection® by Best Western, and BW Signature 
Collection® by Best Western. He also serves on the brand’s senior executive team, which shapes and 
executes      Best Western’s long-term strategies. 
     LeBlanc previously served on the executive team of Serendipity Labs, a hospitality-focused co-working 
brand launched in 2012 across North America. In 2004, LeBlanc successfully launched the Cambria Suites 
brand and upscale hotel division for Choice Hotels. 
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Mark LeBlanc 
Aimbridge Hospitality 
 
     Mark LeBlanc, Executive Vice President, Development & Acquisitions, has over four decades of experience 
in all facets of hospitality financing, acquisitions and operations. He was an EVP at Interstate Hotels & Resorts 
prior to the merger with Aimbridge (October 2019). Mark also manages client relationships for the expanded 
Aimbridge Recovery Services (ARS) platform, drawing on Aimbridge’s collective experience of over 200 
previous distressed assignments, focusing on stabilizing hotels with distressed debt and recovering lost value 
due to the ongoing industry challenges. Mark serves as a primary contact on the ARS team assisting lenders, 
servicers and hotel owners with their non-performing hotel loans going through foreclosure, bankruptcy, 
workouts, and receivership. Previously, Mark directed business development for The Rim Corporation as SVP 
of Development, where he contributed dramatically to Rim’s growth from seven hotels in 1994 to a diverse 
international portfolio.    Mark has a strong track record of sound leadership with experience inclusive of 
industry organizations, including the California Hotel Lodging Association, for which he has served as a board 
member since 2002, and the IHG Western Committee. Mark is also a member of ICSC since 2007 and AAHOA 
since 2008, and served as past president of the Sacramento Hotel Association. 
 

 

 

William Lucas 
Mint House 
 
     Will Lucas is the founder and CEO of Mint House, a tech-enabled hospitality company that revolutionized 
the industry by providing a unique travel experience for business travelers. Housed within luxury residential 
apartment complexes, Mint House offers the feel of a high-end hotel, with all the comforts and conveniences 
of your own home – all packaged and delivered via technology – in the best urban locations across the U.S. 
     Lucas graduated from Duke University, where he received a bachelor’s degree in Economics, Marketing 
and Management in 2006, and an MBA in Finance and Entrepreneurship from University of Pennsylvania – 
The Wharton School in 2012. As a serial entrepreneur, Lucas has founded and led two other successful 
consumer facing businesses prior to Mint House.  In January 2017, Lucas founded Mint House in order to 
partner the short-term rental experience with the reliability of a hotel. Lucas preferred Airbnb and other similar 
short-term rentals when traveling but when on the road for business was compelled to use hotels.  Lucas, who 
also serves as the company’s CEO, was inspired to start Mint House based on his experiences in getting a 
place to stay for work. 
 

 

 

Rosanna Maietta 
AHLA Foundation 
 
     Rosanna Maietta is Executive Vice President of Communications & Public Relations at the American Hotel 
& Lodging Association (AHLA) and President & CEO of the AHLA Foundation. In this role, she is responsible 
for driving the strategic planning for all of the association’s internal and external communications and 
increasing visibility for the dynamic hotel industry in and outside Washington, D.C. On the Foundation, 
Rosanna oversees the philanthropic mission, which aims to support the hotel industry’s current workforce as 
well as aspiring hospitality professionals through the disbursements of scholarships and workforce 
development programs. Since its inception the foundation has disbursed some $25 million dollars in support 
of the industry. 
 

 

 

Tony Malk 
Hodges Ward Elliott 
 
     Tony Malk is a Managing Director in the Hospitality Investment Advisory practice at Hodges Ward Elliott.  
He specializes in institutional-grade hotel and resort property transactions throughout North America, with a 
focus on the West Coast, including investment sales, debt, and equity placements.  Based in Los Angeles, 
Tony is responsible for helping to lead and grow HWE’s West Coast Hotel practice. 
     Mr. Malk joined the firm in June 2019.  Prior to HWE, he spent three years in the Los Angeles office of HFF 
and 16 years in the Los Angeles office of Eastdil Secured with a primary focus on hotel transactions.  Mr. Malk 
has executed over $20 billion of hotel and resort transactions throughout his career and has deep experience 
in markets throughout the Western United States. 
     Mr. Malk  earned a B.A in Business Economics from the University of California at Los Angeles and an 
MBA in finance and entrepreneurship from the University of Chicago Booth School of Business. 
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Kevin Mallory 
CBRE 
 
     Mr. Mallory, a senior member of CBRE’s Capital Markets leadership team is responsible for strategic and 
operational oversite of CBRE Hotels, a fully integrated global services platform focused on the hotel and 
leisure sectors.  Business lines include: investment property sales, debt and structured finance, valuation, 
advisory, investment management, loan sales, investment banking, and sector research. 
     As a senior industry executive with over thirty years of public and private company experience in hospitality 
real estate investment, development, investment management, and finance; Mr. Mallory delivers significant 
global and sector expertise for the benefit of CBRE clients. 
      Prior to forming CBRE Hotels, Mr. Mallory held executive level positions with various top industry 
participants including: Hyatt Development Corporation, Lend Lease Real Estate, Starwood Lodging 
Corporation, Westin Hotels & Resorts, VMS Realty Partners, and Laventhol & Horwath. 
 

 

 

Heather McCrory 
Accor 
 
     A skilled professional with an extensive hospitality background spanning more than 30 years, Heather 
began her career at Fairmont Banff Springs in the Canadian Rockies. After advancing through progressive 
positions at the property level, Heather joined the corporate leadership team, ultimately honing her expertise 
in a series of senior executive roles crossing Sales, Revenue Management and Operations.   
     In 2019, Heather was appointed Chief Executive Officer, North & Central America.  Responsible for the 
strategic direction of the Group for this region, Heather’s focus is on building long-term growth and profitability 
in one of the largest and most influential consumer markets in the world. 
     Heather is a champion for talent development and mentorship, and an advocate for diversity, equality and 
inclusion, within the organization and across the industry. She is proud to serve as Executive Sponsor for 
RiiSE North & Central America, Accor’s international network promoting diversity and gender equality. 
     Heather is a board member for Groups360 and sits on the AHLA Executive Committee and US Travel 
Association CEO Roundtable.  She is past chair of Tourism Toronto and a past member of the Ontario 
Advisory Board for the Canadian Cancer Society.  
     Heather holds an MBA from Queen’s University and resides in Toronto, Canada. 
 

 

 

Suzanne R. Mellen 
HVS 
 
     Suzanne R. Mellen, MAI, CRE, FRICS, ISHC, is the Senior Managing Director of HVS San Francisco. She 
has unparalleled experience, having appraised thousands of hotels, gaming assets, and related real estate 
throughout the world over the past 40 years. She specializes in complex hotel and casino feasibility issues. 
She has led the valuation of several high-profile multibillion-dollar hotel portfolios, which has allowed her to 
develop an expertise in the valuation of casinos, and she recently testified as an expert witness in one of the 
nation’s largest casino property tax cases.   
     Suzanne opened the second office of HVS in 1985, locating in San Francisco to expand the firm’s 
hospitality valuation services to the West Coast. She also led HVS’s expansion to Las Vegas in 2009 and Los 
Angeles in 2013. Suzanne has developed innovative appraisal methodologies such as a mortgage-equity 
income capitalization formula for variable income properties, a refinancing model for hotel investments, and a 
methodology for valuing the real property component of casinos in Pennsylvania, where gaming has been 
newly established.   
     Suzanne holds the following designations: MAI (Appraisal Institute), CRE (Counselor of Real Estate), 
FRICS (Fellow of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors), and ISHC (International Society of Hospitality 
Consultants). 
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Jared Melnik 
Starwood Capital Group 
 
     Jared Melnik is a Managing Director and Head of Hotel Acquisitions for the Americas at Starwood Capital 
Group. In this role, Mr. Melnik leads sourcing, structuring, underwriting and executing investments in the 
hospitality and leisure sectors. 
     Prior to joining Starwood Capital in 2021, Mr. Melnik was a Principal at KSL Capital Partners, a travel and 
leisure focused investment manager, where he oversaw equity and debt investments in both hotels and leisure 
operating companies. Mr. Melnik led the implementation of investment strategy and opportunity sourcing, and 
partnered with portfolio company management to drive operational improvement. Mr. Melnik began his career 
at Merrill Lynch. 
     Mr. Melnik received a B.S. degree in finance and international business from the Leonard N. Stern School 
of Business at New York University. Additionally, he is a CFA charterholder. 
 

 

 

James Meng 
Colliers 
 
     James Meng is a senior vice president with Colliers International, specializing in the exclusive 
representation of buyers and sellers of hospitality investment properties throughout the Western United States.  
Prior to joining Colliers, James was a hotel industry specialist and member of the national Hospitality Group 
with Marcus & Millichap. Previously, he was managing partner at M&M Associates, LLC, specializing in hotel 
real estate investment and management services. 
     James’ extensive operational background includes general manager positions at Best Western, Clarion 
Hotel by Choice Hotels, Comfort Inn by Choice Hotels, Ramada Hotels by Wyndham, Red Lions Hotel by 
Hilton, Holiday Inn Suites by IHG, Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott, and select high-end boutique hotels in the 
Scottsdale and Phoenix area. As general manager, he oversaw and was responsible for all areas of the hotel 
operations. 
     With comprehensive experience in hotel operations and a successful track record of investment sales, 
James understands the unique challenges and opportunities of hotel real estate. He skillfully guides owners 
and investors in developing short- and long-term acquisition and disposition strategies and in preparing for 
financing or portfolio restructuring. 
 
 

 

James Merkel 
Rockbridge 
 
     Rockbridge co-founder and CEO Jim Merkel has over two decades of experience building and leading 
successful hospitality, investment, and operating brands. Jim founded Rockbridge in 1999 and guides the 
company’s growth through eight hospitality funds with over 275 hotel investments in 38 states with 
transactions totaling over $9.2 Billion. Jim formed RBHD, a leading hotel development and construction 
business, which has performed $1.9 Billion in renovation and ground up construction. In 2011, Jim created 
and launched RTRX, a leadership and innovation experience that has raised nearly $6 Million for cancer 
research and is a top, individual fundraiser in the nation for Big Brothers, Big Sisters. For 20 years, Jim has 
held key leadership positions on multiple industry boards, including the AHLA Board of Trustees, Hilton Hotels 
& Resorts Owner Advisory Council, Davidson Hotels & Resorts, Hospitality Ventures Management Group, 
Makeready, FHG Advisory Board, ILC Advisory Board, and the Lodging Industry Investment Council.    
Additionally, Jim is a member of the Columbus Partnership. He was honored as the C-Suite Executive of the 
Year in Central Ohio in 2018, recognized in 2019 and 2020 as a Power 100 Executive and was inducted into 
the Junior Achievement Central Ohio Business Hall of Fame. Jim was also honored as a Smart 50 Business 
Executive in Central Ohio. 
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Steve Michels 
Cushman & Wakefield 
 
     Steve Michels has over 15 years of real estate banking, capital markets, development, private equity, and 
investment experience. Mr. Michels joined Cushman & Wakefield Global Hospitality in 2011 and has since 
been involved in over $12.0 billion of lodging related transactions with responsibilities that include origination 
and marketing of investment sales, arranging joint venture equity, and debt placement. Other prior experience 
includes acquisition and investment roles at CitizenM, The Marcus & Millichap Company, and Wynn Las 
Vegas.     Mr. Michels received a Bachelor of Science degree from Cornell University’s School of Hotel 
Administration and an MBA from the UCLA Anderson School of Management with a concentration in Real 
Estate Finance. 
 

 

 

 
 

Michael Mohapp 
KSL Capital Partners 
 
     Mike joined KSL in 2010, and currently serves as a Principal. Mike is a member of KSL's private equity 
Investment Committee. 
     Prior to KSL, Mike was an Investment Banking Analyst for Citigroup.  Mike holds a B.S. in Finance, summa 
cum laude, from Wake Forest University’s Wayne Calloway School of Business. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tyler Morse  
MCR  
 
     Tyler Morse is Chairman and CEO of MCR, which comprises three discretionary funds and is the 4th largest 
hotel owner-operator in the United States. With $4 billion of assets under management, MCR owns and 
operates 110 hotels (over 15,000 guestrooms) across 33 states and has developed landmark properties such 
as the TWA Hotel at JFK Airport.  
     Mr. Morse serves on the Board of Directors of NYC & Company, the convention and visitor arm of New 
York City. He is a member of the Marriott International (NASDAQ: MAR) Courtyard by Marriott Advisory Board 
and the Hilton Worldwide (NYSE: HLT) Distribution Advisory Committee. He serves on the advisory board of 
New York University’s Tisch Center of Hospitality and on the Policy Advisory Board for the Fisher Center for 
Real Estate and Urban Economics at the University of California, Berkeley, Haas School of Business. Mr. 
Morse is an active member of IREFAC, PREA, NAREIT and The Real Estate Roundtable. He serves as a 
Trustee on the board of Prep for Prep.  
     Mr. Morse graduated from the University of California, Berkeley, and Harvard Business School. 
 

 

 

Tyler Mulkey 
PurpleCloud Technologies 
 
     As Director of Growth, Tyler is responsible for serving industry leaders to aid in their organization's labor 
productivity and associate workforce goals. Tyler spent over six years in the cleaning industry, focusing on 
process improvement, business operations, and team optimization. He concentrates on partnering with 
organizations to establish strong relationships, achieve business objectives, and enhance operational goals.    
He is committed to advancing the hotel industry through workforce optimization leveraged through technology 
and data. Tyler enjoys spending quality time with family and friends. He loves the small things in life, like 
enjoying a cup of coffee. On any given day, you will find him running or on the Chattahoochee fly fishing for 
trout. 
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Bob Murphy 
Allbridge 
 
     Bob has helped hotel owners, operators and developers with their hotel technology needs for over 30 
years.  As part of the Allbridge team, Bob provides integrated technology solutions customized to each project 
and has been on the cutting edge of innovations such as converged networks and cloud-based solutions for 
the hospitality industry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Michael Murphy 
First Fidelity Companies 
 
     Mr. Murphy serves as Head of Lodging and Leisure Capital Markets of the First Fidelity Mortgage 
Corporation. He is Chairman of the board of directors of American Hotel Income Properties REIT LP, listed 
on the Toronto Stock Exchange under the symbol HOT.UN. He is a director of Ashford, Inc (AINC) was 
previously Lead Director of Ashford Hospitality Trust, listed on the NYSE under the symbol AHT and a director 
of Braemar, listed on the NYSE. 
     From 1998 to 2002 Mr. Murphy served as the Senior Vice President and Chief Development Officer of 
ResortQuest International, Inc., a public, NYSE-listed company. Prior to joining ResortQuest, from 1995 to 
1997, he was President of Footprints International, a company involved in the planning and development of 
environmentally friendly hotel properties. From 1994 to 1996, Mr. Murphy was a Senior Managing Director of 
Geller & Co., a Chicago-based hotel advisory and asset management firm. Prior to that Mr. Murphy was a 
partner in the real estate investment banking firm of Moeckel Murphy & Co and a partner in Metric Partners 
where he was responsible for all hospitality related real estate matters including acquisitions, sales and the 
company’s investment banking platform. Mr. Murphy served in various development roles at Holiday Inns, Inc. 
from 1973 to 1980.  
     Mr. Murphy has been Co-Chairman of the Industry Real Estate Finance Advisory Council (IREFAC) five 
times and currently serves on the board of the Atlanta Hospitality Alliance and on the Advisory Board of Radical 
Innovation. He is the 2014 recipient of the IREFAC C. Everett Johnson Award. 
 

 

 
 

 

Rafael Museri 
Selina 
 
     Rafael (Rafi) Museri is the co-founder & CEO of Selina, a nomadic lifestyle brand that accommodates the 
needs of a new generation of travelers and digital nomads. Rafi and his business partner, Daniel Rudasevsk, 
launched Selina in 2015 with the mission of inspiring authentic and meaningful connections through the world's 
first work, stay and play ecosystem. 
     Rafi and Daniel have been immersed in cultural and community building for over a decade — originally 
through their disruptive real estate company (Dekel), which redevelops struggling neighborhoods into vibrant 
communities. Based on key learnings from their work with Dekel, they launched Selina and have carried 
forward the concept of converting distressed assets into community-based and economically viable hospitality 
properties. 
     Over the past 5 years, Selina has expanded to 120+ properties in 20 countries as one of the world's fastest-
growing hospitality brands, blending beautifully-designed accommodation with coworking, recreation, 
wellness, and local experiences. Custom-built for today's nomadic traveler, Selina provides guests with a 
global infrastructure to seamlessly travel and work abroad. Each Selina property is designed in partnership 
with local artists, creators, and tastemakers, breathing new life into existing buildings in interesting locations 
worldwide -- from urban cities to remote beaches and jungles.  
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Chris Nassetta 
Hilton  
 
     Christopher Nassetta is President and CEO for Hilton. He joined the company in 2007. 
Previously, Mr. Nassetta was President and CEO of Host Hotels & Resorts, Inc., a position he held since 
2000. He joined Host in 1995 as Executive Vice President and was elected Chief Operating Officer in 1997. 
     Before joining Host, Mr. Nassetta co-founded Bailey Capital Corporation in 1991, where he was responsible 
for the operations of the real estate investment and advisory firm. Prior to founding Bailey Capital Corporation, 
he spent seven years at The Oliver Carr Company, ultimately serving as Chief Development Officer. In this 
role, he was responsible for all development and related activities for one of the largest commercial real estate 
companies in the mid-Atlantic region. 
     Mr. Nassetta graduated from the University of Virginia McIntire School of Commerce with a degree in 
finance. He currently serves on McIntire’s Advisory Board. 
 

 

 

Steven Nicholas 
Noble Investment Group 
 
     Mr. Nicholas is a principal and head of asset management responsible for leading Noble's hotel operating 
strategy and overseeing Noble's third-party hotel operating relationships and asset performance. 
     Prior to joining Noble in 1997, Mr. Nicholas held senior roles at PROMUS Hotels before its acquisition by 
Hilton. He has more than 30 years of hospitality industry experience and began his career in hotel operations. 
     Mr. Nicholas earned an MBA from the Goizueta Business School at Emory University and a BA in Hotel 
Administration from Cornell University. He currently serves as the Past President and member of the Strategic 
Advisory Council of the Hotel Asset Manager Association, on the executive board of the Georgia Hospitality 
and Lodging Association (GHLA), and is a member of Georgia State University's Hospitality Industry Board 
and Wesleyan School's Diversity Board. Mr. Nicholas is also a member of the Advisory Committee for Marriott 
International, Hilton Hotels, the American Hotel and Lodging Association, and is a former President of the 
Cornell Hotel Society. 
 
 

 
 

 

Leeny Oberg 
Marriott International 
 
     Kathleen (“Leeny”) K. Oberg was appointed as Marriott’s Chief Financial Officer, effective January 1, 2016. 
Prior to this role, Ms. Oberg was the Chief Financial Officer for The Ritz-Carlton since 2013, where she 
contributed significantly to the brand’s performance, growth, and organizational effectiveness. Previously, Ms. 
Oberg served in a range of financial leadership positions with Marriott. From 2008 to 2013, she was the 
Company’s Senior Vice President, Corporate and Development Finance, where she led a team that valued 
new hotel development projects and merger and acquisition opportunities, prepared the Company’s long-
range plans and annual budgets, and made recommendations for the Company’s financial and capital 
allocation strategy. From 2006 to 2008, Ms. Oberg served in London as Senior Vice President, International 
Project Finance and Asset Management for Europe and the Middle East and Africa, and as the region’s senior 
finance executive. Ms. Oberg first joined Marriott as part of its Investor Relations group in 1999. Before joining 
Marriott, Ms. Oberg held a variety of financial leadership positions with such organizations as Sodexo 
(previously Sodexo Marriott Services), Sallie Mae, Goldman Sachs, and Chase Manhattan Bank. She 
currently serves on the Adobe Board of Directors.  She earned her Bachelor of Science in Commerce, with 
concentrations in Finance and Management Information Systems from the University of Virginia, McIntire 
School of Commerce and received her Master of Business Administration from Stanford University Graduate 
School of Business. 
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Chip Ohlsson 
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts 
 
     Chip Ohlsson is executive vice president and chief development officer, North America, for Wyndham 
Hotels & Resorts. In this role, he is responsible for the development strategy for Wyndham’s 20 brands across 
North America, identifying and building strategic partnerships to position Wyndham Hotels & Resorts in new 
markets and to optimize its presence in existing markets. 
     Ohlsson is also responsible for strengthening and expanding relationships with owners and key ownership 
groups including real estate investment trusts, developers and financial institutions with hospitality portfolios. 
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts partners with owners to convert high brand awareness into consistent revenue 
by maintaining a clear brand focus and enhancing brand equity to attract the next generation of travelers, 
creating opportunities for entrepreneurs to grow their business.  
     A 27-year veteran of the hospitality industry, Ohlsson brings with him hotel financing and portfolio 
management experience, as well as many established industry relationships. Most recently, Ohlsson served 
as vice president of North American development at Starwood Hotels & Resorts where he was responsible 
for the development and pipeline expansion for the company’s renowned hotel brands.  
     Prior to this, Ohlsson held several leadership positions across the industry including senior vice president, 
vice president and franchise sales director with Cendant/Wyndham. During this time he oversaw sales, 
business development and financial management initiatives and was consistently a top sales producer, 
earning accolades including Vice President of the Year among several other notable awards. 
 

 

 

Greg O'Stean 
Aimbridge Hospitality 
 
     Greg O’Stean is the Chief Development Officer of Aimbridge Hospitality, responsible for driving the 
company’s overall business growth across the globe. As the leader in third-party hotel management services, 
Aimbridge manages approximately 1,500 hotels across 20 countries. 
     Greg was chief development officer of Interstate Hotels & Resorts prior to the October 2019 merger with 
Aimbridge. Prior to Interstate, Greg held executive roles with Loews Hotels, Carlson Rezidor Hotel Group, 
Piper Jaffray, GE Capital Real Estate, and Starwood Hotels & Resorts. With three decades of experience, 
Greg has led development teams across the Americas, Asia and Europe. Greg received an MBA and a 
Bachelor of Science in Industrial Management from Georgia Tech. He is currently vice chairperson of the 
Hotel Development Council at ULI, and is a former board member of AHLA. He also serves on the board of 
the Orphaned Starfish Foundation, a global children’s charity. 
 

 

 

Mark K. Owens 
CBRE 
 
     Mark K. Owens is an Executive Vice President and the Head of Hospitality Capital Markets for CBRE 
Hotels. He is responsible for the development of the CBRE Hotels Debt & Structured Finance practice and 
oversees the origination and placement of hospitality related transactions.  
     Since joining CBRE Mark’s been an integral part in building the team’s production, which exceeded $1.6 
billion in 2018. Prior to joining CBRE, Mark ran the hospitality practice at The Ackman-Ziff Real Estate Group, 
building the team’s production to in excess of $1 billion in annual transaction volume. In addition to Ackman-
Ziff, Mark was a vice president at Sonnenblick Goldman where he closed $3 billion in transactions representing 
a variety of institutional and opportunistic investors as well as ownership/management companies and also 
worked at HVS International in its New York office. 
     Mark Owens is a graduate of the Cornell University School of Hotel Administration and is on the advisory 
board for Center for Real Estate Finance at the SC Johnson College of Business. Mark is a frequent guest 
lecturer at New York University’s The Preston Robert Tisch Center for Hospitality, Tourism, and Sports 
Management. Mark was a founding board member of AH&LA’s Under 30 Council and was voted one of Real 
Estate Weekly’s Rising Stars. Mark is a member of the ULI, has spoken at the NYU International Hospitality 
Investment Conference, the Americas Lodging Investment Summit, and the Hunter Hotel Investment 
Conference; he is also a member of the Cornell Real Estate Council. 
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Rob Palleschi 
G6 Hospitality 
 
     Rob Palleschi serves as CEO of G6 Hospitality, the parent company of the iconic Motel 6 and extended 
stay Studio 6 brands. As CEO, Palleschi has restructured the business to separate real estate operations from 
brand/franchise support and is committed to reinvigorating a culture of quality and guest service across the 
enterprise of more than 1,400 hotels in the United States and Canada. 
     Prior to joining G6 Hospitality, Palleschi served as the CEO of TGI Fridays and spent twelve years at Hilton 
Worldwide in a variety of capacities, culminating in global head of full-service brands, where he was 
responsible for global growth and brand performance for Hilton Hotels & Resorts, DoubleTree by Hilton, and 
Curio by Hilton brands.  
     A seasoned leader with more than three decades of experience in the hospitality and food & beverage 
industries, Palleschi has a proven track record of successfully developing and executing global strategies that 
focus on revenue growth, product quality and guest experience.   
     Palleschi graduated from Johnson & Wales University and is active in key industry organizations, including 
Asian American Hotel Owners Association, American Hotel & Lodging Association, where he serves as a 
Brand Representative on the Executive Committee, and the University of North Texas, where he sits on the 
University of North Texas, Hospitality and Tourism Advisory Board. 
 

 

 

Jagruti Panwala 
AAHOA and Wealth Protection Strategies 
 
     Jagruti Panwala serves as the Immediate Past Chair of AAHOA, the voice of America’s hotel owners, and 
served as the first chairwoman in the association’s history. 
Prior to becoming an officer, Jagruti served as Female Director Eastern Division, a position she held for six 
years. 
     Jagruti helps lead AAHOA’s advocacy efforts aimed at protecting the interests of hotel owners. Her 
advocacy work on behalf of AAHOA includes testifying before the House Committee on Education and the 
Workforce Subcommittee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions in 2014 about the harmful impact of over-
regulation on small businesses. She also testified before the House Committee on Small Business 
Subcommittee on Economic Growth, Tax, and Capital Access in 2018 about the impact of the travel and 
tourism industry on the American economy. She serves on the AHLA Board of Directors, BLLA Board of 
Directors, and Department of Energy Better Buildings Summit Steering Committee. 
     Born in Surat, India, Jagruti immigrated to the U.S. with her family in 1991. She earned undergraduate 
degrees in both finance and economics from East Stroudsburg University. In 1999, Jagruti founded Wealth 
Protection Strategies Inc., an investment management company specializing in succession planning, where 
she currently serves as president and CEO.  
     Jagruti is a second-generation hotelier. She and her husband, Ahmed, own and operate multiple hotels 
throughout the Northeastern United States. The couple have two children and reside in suburban Philadelphia. 
 

 

 

Biran Patel 
AAHOA  
 
     Biran Patel is the Chairman of AAHOA. He has been an active member of the association since 2003. He 
first served as an Ambassador and then was elected to the Board of Directors as the Regional Director for 
North Texas. He was elected as AAHOA Secretary in 2017. 
     Biran is a native of Birmingham, England and a second-generation hotelier. His family moved to Austin, 
Texas in 1980 and purchased a small independent property before settling in Dallas. They owned and 
operated the 8th Street Motel which served as both a place of business and a home for his family as the 
business grew. 
Biran’s education in the hospitality industry began as a youth helping out at his family’s hotel after school and 
on weekends. From checking in guests and doing laundry to sweeping the parking lot and refilling vending 
machines, he learned the industry from the ground up. 
     Today, Biran owns and operates multiple branded and independent hotel properties and is also a partner 
in BHP Investments Company. He is a graduate of the University of Texas and holds a B.S. in finance. He 
currently resides in Dallas, Texas with his wife, Poonam, and their two children. 
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Mehul Patel 
NewcrestImage 
 
     As Chairman and CEO of NewcrestImage, Mehul guides one of the country’s premier hotel companies 
which currently owns and operates 30 distinctive hotels nationwide. In 2013-14, he served as the youngest 
chairman in the history of the Asian American Hotel Owners Association (AAHOA), which is among the 
country’s most influential hospitality trade associations with a membership today of almost 20,000 people who 
together own more than half of U.S. hotels. Mehul continues to be actively involved in industry leadership 
roles, including brand councils of AC Hotels for Marriott International; Hyatt Place and Hyatt House for Hyatt 
Hotels Corporation; and Hampton Inn & Suites for Hilton Worldwide.  
     Born in India, Mehul immigrated to the United States at the age of 14 with his family. They settled in the 
Dallas suburb of Garland, Texas. At age 17, Mehul and his brother bought their first hotel – a 46-room 
independent hotel where their parents worked. They converted the property into a branded hotel before selling 
it.  
     As Mehul was earning his undergraduate degree in computer information systems at the University of 
Texas, he and his brother repeated the process of hotel renovation and resale with a series of properties along 
Texas interstate highways and college towns.  
     Today, NewcrestImage is a family business formed in 2013 when three sets of brothers who had known 
each other since high school brought together their two successful hospitality firms – Newcrest Management 
and Image Hospitality. In March of 2019, Mehul and two business associates acquired American Bank, a 
community bank in north Dallas, further expanding NewcrestImage’s profile within Dallas.  

 

 

 
 

 

Mitch Patel 
Vision Hospitality Group 
 
     Mitch Patel founded Vision Hospitality Group, Inc. in 1997 with the goal of creating a company dedicated 
to excellence with a focus on community and family. Today, Vision holds a growing portfolio of 37 hotels, 
including the company’s first boutique hotel, The Edwin, and a pipeline of 9 properties affiliated with premier 
brands such as Hilton Worldwide and Marriott International. 
     Mitch has led Vision to be the recipient of many awards, as well as industry media recognition in the fields 
of development, community service, design and achievement. Most recently, Vision received the Marriott 
International Development Partner of the Year Award- Full Service, Marriott International Partnership Circle 
Award, Marriott International Developer of the Year Award- Select Service, Marriott International Serve 360 
Award, the Developer of the Year Award for the Hampton Brand by Hilton Worldwide, and the Multi-Brand 
Developer of the Year Award by Hilton Worldwide. 
     Mitch serves on the Marriott International Franchise Advisory Council and the Hilton Worldwide Owner’s 
Advisory Council. Mitch maintains his presence on boards of local organizations that support education and 
economic development in Vision’s hometown of Chattanooga, TN, and he is an advocate for ending human 
trafficking in the hospitality industry. His efforts have earned him nationwide recognition, which includes his 
most recent honor of receiving the NSDAR Americanism Award. 
     Mitch holds a Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s degree in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Tennessee. 
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Vinay Patel 
AAHOA 
 
     Vinay Patel serves as the Vice Chair of AAHOA. He  was born in Malawi, Africa. At the age of 8, he and 
his family migrated to the United States, where he assisted at the family motel doing everything from 
housekeeping to working the front desk. Upon graduating from Virginia Commonwealth University with a B.S. 
in Marketing and B.A. in Business, Vinay continued the family business at a small 15-room motel in Richmond, 
VA. 
     Presently, Vinay is the president of Fairbrook Hotels, which owns and operates 11 properties, including 
IHG, Hilton, Radisson, Choice, and Wyndham brands. 
     Vinay has been a passionate champion for hoteliers in the nation’s capital. His leadership in advocacy 
includes testifying before the U.S. House of Representatives on regulatory issues affecting franchisees, 
hosting roundtable meetings with public officials to illustrate the importance of the lodging industry on the 
American economy and working with lawmakers on banking rules that affect small-business owners. 
     In 1993, he became a member of AAHOA, the voice of America’s hotel owners, and has served on its board 
since 2014. He was elected Secretary of the association in 2018. Vinay also serves on the Board of Directors 
for the Virginia Hospitality and Tourism Association, is the president of the Herndon Hospitality Association, 
and serves on the Medallia Hospitality Ideas Community in Collaboration with Cornell University's Center for 
Hospitality Research. Vinay previously served on the boards of directors of AHLA and the Loudoun (VA) 
Convention Visitors Bureau. 

 
 

 

Daniel C. Peek 
Hodges Ward Elliott 
 

     Dan joined HWE in June of 2019 as President of the firm’s hotel group.  He is charged with leading a team 
that executes institutional-grade hotel and resort property transactions globally. During his career, he has 
completed nearly $30 billion in investment sale, debt, and structured finance transactions. 
     Previously, Dan served as senior managing director and head of the hospitality practice group for HFF, 
joining the firm in 2007 to build a dedicated hotel platform. Prior to HFF, he was a co-founder of Regent Street, 
an affiliate of The Plasencia Group (TPG), a boutique firm specializing in sale, financing, and advisory services 
for distinctive hotels and resorts throughout the Americas.  
     Peek is a member of the Urban Land Institute and its Hotel Development Council, the AHLA Investment 
Roundtable, advisory board of the Cornell Real Estate and Finance Center, and the Cornell Hotel Society. Dan 
is a recipient of the industry’s prestigious “Jack A. Shaffer Financial Advisor of the Year” award. 
 
 

 

Greg Pepitone 
Tourism Economics 
 
     Greg is a Senior Economist at Tourism Economics with over 13 years of experience providing strategic 
advisory services to clients in the tourism, meetings, and sports sectors. He focuses in the areas of economic 
and fiscal impact assessment, market viability and strategy, business planning and analysis, and facility and 
other capital project planning. Prior to joining Tourism Economics, Greg was a Manager in PwC’s Hospitality 
& Leisure Practice. 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Page 39 of 54 

SPEAKERS as of July 21, 2021              

 

Gilda Perez-Alvarado  
JLL 
 
     Gilda Perez-Alvarado is the Global Chief Executive Officer of JLL Hotels & Hospitality, where she is 
responsible for investment sales, debt and equity placement, strategic advisory and asset management across 
three global regions: Americas, EMEA and Asia Pacific. Additionally, Gilda leads the group’s Global Hotel 
Desk, a specialized team of cross-border investment sales professionals based in the Middle East, Asia 
Pacific, the Americas and Europe. Previously, Gilda served as CEO, Hotels & Hospitality Americas.  
     In the past three years, Gilda has utilized her global experience to coordinate the sale of several high-
profile assets including the St. Regis New York, Montage Beverly Hills, Fairmont Hotel Portfolio in Canada, 
Plaza Hotel in New York, Fairmont Copley Plaza in Boston, St. Regis San Francisco, Four Seasons Toronto, 
Ritz hotel in London, among others.   
     Gilda also serves as a member of JLL’s Global Capital Markets Advisory Group and on the Global Advisory 
Board of Qiddiya, a PIF-funded giga project in Saudi Arabia. In January 2016, she became the recipient of the 
Jack A. Shaffer Financial Advisor of the year award at the Americas Lodging Investment Summit. Gilda is also 
an active member of IREFAC. 
 
 

 

David Phillips 
Jurny Inc. 
 
     David Phillips is the co-founder and president of Jurny, a hospitality tech company pioneering the next 
generation of tech-first, on-demand accommodations. David is responsible for leading the company's ongoing 
expansion efforts. His extensive background in sales and marketing has enabled him to be instrumental in 
closing more than $75 million in sales for global brands over the course of his decade-long career. Partnering 
with Luca Zambello in 2017, he co-founded Jurny and has led the company to triple-digit growth with 
occupancy rates double the industry standard. 
     Sought for his expertise within the hospitality industry, David has been invited to speak at several high-
profile events and panels, including BISNOW State Of California Hospitality Digital Summit and the Asian 
American Business Summit where he spoke alongside notable U.S. senators and industry leaders. His 
mission continues to be to disrupt one of the biggest marketplaces in the world, hospitality, through technology. 

 
 

 

Keith Pierce 
Sonesta+RLH Corporation 
 
     Keith Pierce joined Sonesta as the Executive Vice President, President of Franchise & Development in 
2021 following the acquisition of Red Lion Hotels Corporation. He brings over 35 years of experience in the 
global hospitality industry with him. Prior to joining Sonesta, he worked for Passionality Group as the President 
and Managing Partner leading day-to-day activities such as developing, implementing, and managing 
strategic investments. He previously worked at Wyndham for 27 years in a variety of leadership roles to include 
EVP, Brand Operations overseeing more than 6,000 franchised properties representing over 480,000 in the 
Americas. 
     His areas of expertise include brand development & management, revenue & operations management, 
owner & franchise relationships and strategic planning.  
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Chuck Pinkowski 
Pinkowski & Company 
 
     Mr. Charles G. Pinkowski, founder of Pinkowski & Company, has over forty years of experience in the 
hospitality industry in the fields of consulting and national chain hotel development. Since creating his 
Memphis based company in 1987, Chuck has provided consulting assistance for his clients in 44 states. This 
consultation includes development planning, investment analysis, market feasibility studies, chain/brand 
evaluations and litigation assignments for a variety of issues.   
     Clients who seek consulting assistance from Pinkowski & Company include financial institutions, hotel 
companies, management companies, investors, attorneys and developers. Chuck has been involved in the 
evaluation, planning and development of destination resorts, convention hotels, conference centers, extended 
stay and select service hotels. The consultation and advice provided by Pinkowski & Company is objective, 
candid, and to the point. It is based on comprehensive research, analysis and decades of experience in the 
hospitality industry.  
     A graduate of Christian Brothers University in Memphis, Chuck is a member of the American Hotel and 
Lodging Association, Hospitality TN, and the Metropolitan Memphis Hotel and Lodging Association.  Chuck is 
the founding chairman of the International Society of Hospitality Consultants, an organization of over 220 
professionals worldwide providing professional consulting to the hotel industry. He also is the co-founder and 
former chairman of the Southern Lodging Summit founded in 2003 and held in Memphis each August.  
 

 

 

Tracy L. Prigmore 
SHaD and TLTsolutions 
 
     Tracy L. Prigmore is the Founder of TLTsolutions, a real estate investment and development firm that 
provides unparalleled access and insight to alternative investments. Tracy’s mission is to empower people to 
build generational wealth, and through TLTsolutions she creates opportunities for individuals, families and 
entities to obtain passive income by investing in residential, multifamily and hotel projects.  
     As the sponsor for real estate investments, Tracy works with property management to maximize the value 
of each asset.  She has a sterling record of bringing real estate ventures to life and maximizing their financial 
performance through sound asset management, as well as disciplined investment and renovation strategies. 
Currently, TLTsolutions has multi-million dollar portfolio of real estate assets under management in four states. 
With the firm’s launch of its first Fund focused on hotel properties; TLTsolutions is actively pursuing 
acquisitions that will more than double its portfolio.   
     Tracy is the creator of She Has a Deal, a platform designed to create new pathways to commercial real 
estate ownership and development for women by providing education, networking and investing opportunities. 
She Has a Deal’s renowned hotel investment pitch competition is creating a pipeline of women owners and 
developers by preparing them to become sponsors and lead hotel investment projects. TLTsolutions recently 
established SHaD Prosperity Fund I and is raising capital to fund the women led projects originating from the 
pitch competition. 
     Prior to entering real estate development, Tracy spent 25 years as a healthcare executive and held senior 
leadership roles in strategic planning, business development and operations for three of the nation’s largest 
healthcare systems.  
     Tracy serves on the non-profit boards of Castell Project and the Association of Black Estate Planning 
Professionals (ABEPP). She resides in northern Virginia with her husband Derrick and their 9-year old son 
Noah. 
 

 

 

Mark Purcell 
Accor 
 
     Mark brings more than 30 years of experience in the hospitality industry focused in the areas of 
acquisitions, development, finance, and operations.  
     In 2017, Mark joined Accor in his most recent role as Vice President, Development, North & Central 
America. Prior to joining Accor, Mark was at Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide for 12 years as Vice 
President, Development. He began his career with Interstate Hotels and Resorts working at three different 
Marriott hotels before joining their corporate office where he held several positions of progressing 
responsibility in finance and development.  
     Mark holds a Bachelor of Business Administration, Management Sciences and Marketing from St. 
Bonaventure University in New York.  
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Brian Quinn 
Sonesta+RLH Corporation 
 
     Brian Quinn joined Sonesta as the Chief Development Officer with 20 plus years of experience in executive 
roles in public companies and private equity firms. Prior to joining Sonesta, he worked at Choice 
Hotels, Driftwood Hospitality, Intercontinental and Hilton Hotels Corporation. He served the American Hotel & 
Lodging Association and Intercontinental Hotels Group Owners’ Association and Florida Restaurant and 
Lodging Association as a board member. Quinn currently serves on the United States Travel and Tourism 
Board. Quinn led the development of the upscale segment strategy for IHG in the Caribbean and has 
experience in international strategic planning.  His areas of expertise include hospitality, real estate, finance, 
acquisitions and hotel operations.  Quinn brings these talents to Sonesta as he oversees the development 
effort for the company. 
 

 

 

Eric Resnick 
KSL Capital Partners  
 
     Eric Resnick is Co‐Founder and CEO of KSL Capital Partners, LLC, a global private equity fund specializing 
in travel and leisure enterprises. KSL has offices in Denver, Stamford, London and Singapore. Since 2005, 
KSL has raised approximately $13 billion of capital across dedicated debt, equity and tactical opportunities 
funds. KSL is deeply rooted in travel and leisure dating back to KSL’s predecessor company, KSL Recreation 
Corporation, a portfolio company of KKR formed to make investments in hospitality, which Eric joined in 2001 
as CFO. Following the 2004 sale of KSL Recreation, he co-founded KSL Resorts, a resort management 
company, which has managed some of the preeminent resort properties in the US.  Eric’s interest in travel 
and leisure as a profession began in 1996 at Vail Resorts as VP, Strategic Planning & IR, and Treasurer 
through 2001. Prior to Vail, he was a consultant with McKinsey & Company. Eric and his wife Sara, reside in 
Denver and Vail and have three children who are all avid ski racers. He serves as Vice Chairman of US Ski 
and Snowboard; is a trustee of its related Foundation, is a member of IREFAC, WTTC and Real Estate 
Roundtable. 
 
 

 

Julie Richter 
Concord Hospitality 
 
     Julie Richter joined Concord in July 2007. In her role as Chief Financial Officer she has been responsible 
for over $2 billion of capital supporting hotel development and acquisitions as well as managing hotel refinance 
for Concord affiliated properties.  Julie is also involved in joint venture negotiations and manages asset 
dispositions.  Prior to joining Concord, she was Vice President and Controller of Boykin Lodging Company, a 
publicly traded hospitality real estate investment trust for five years. Julie started her career with Arthur 
Andersen LLP as a member of the audit practice for eight years.  She holds a Master of Science in Accounting 
from the University of Central Florida.  
 
 

 

 
 

Bruce Riggins 
Hospitality Investors Trust 
 
     Bruce Riggins currently serves as the President, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer of Hospitality 
Investors Trust, Inc. Prior to joining Hospitality Investors Trust, he served as chief operating officer for Skyline 
Investments, a Canadian investment company listed on the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange that owns hotels and 
resorts in the United States and Canada, from February 2018 until May 2019. Prior to that, he served as a 
principal at GemStar Ventures, a real estate consulting firm, from October 2016 until December 2017. From 
January 2011 until April 2016, he served as chief financial officer at LaSalle Hotel Properties, a New York 
Stock Exchange (“NYSE”) listed REIT that owned full-service hotels. From April 2006 to January 2011, Mr. 
Riggins served as chief financial officer of Interstate Hotels & Resorts, Inc., a hotel management company 
that was publicly traded on the NYSE until 2010. From July 2005 to April 2006, Mr. Riggins was chief financial 
officer for Innkeepers USA Trust, a NYSE-listed REIT that owned select-service hotels. Prior to joining 
Innkeepers USA Trust, Mr. Riggins served in various financial roles at Interstate Hotels & Resorts, Inc. and 
MeriStar Hospitality Corporation. Mr. Riggins began his career at Deloitte & Touche LLP where he worked 
from 1994 until 1998. Mr. Riggins received a B.S. from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
(Virginia Tech). 
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Miguel Rivera 
Opterra Capital 
 
     Miguel is the Chief Investment Officer for Opterra Capital, where he has a leading role in sourcing and 
structuring new deals, executing ground-up developments, and overseeing Opterra’s investment analysis. He 
has more than 20 years of experience in the hotel industry. He He was a co-founder of Willow Street Capital, 
an investment and development firm that merged with Opterra Capital in 2020. During his career, he has 
worked on more than $1 billion worth of hotel transactions, has valued more than $12 billion worth of 
commercial real estate, and has asset managed more than 30 hotels with a total of over 6,000 rooms. He has 
consistently created value for owners, delivering significant NOI increases—often in excess of 90%. Miguel 
was a partner in the Hotel Asset Management division of HVS, the world’s leading hotel consulting firm. He 
was an SVP at JLL Hotels, where he led the group’s Latin America investment sales team. He was Head of 
Hotel Investments at a prominent family office headquartered in New York and London. Miguel holds an MBA 
from Yale, a BS in Hotel Administration from Cornell, and a Diploma in Urban Land Economics from the 
University of British Columbia. 
 

 

 

Marco A. Roca 
Reveille Hospitality 
 
     Prior to co-founding Reveille Hospitality, Marco was a Fortune 500 President and Global Chief 
Development Officer with 36 years of global experience in hospitality and casino real estate development. 
Over the course of his career, he has been involved with over $50 billion in development.  
     As President of Global Development and Chief Development Officer for Caesars Entertainment, Mr. Roca 
grew the company’s casino and hotel footprint across multiple continents. Some of his real estate 
development work while at Caesars includes the Caesars Palace in Dubai, the Caesars Palace in Los Cabos, 
the entertainment district at the Horseshoe Casino in Baltimore, and the 80 acres of raw land adjacent to 
Caesars casinos on the Las Vegas Strip. Roca also re-envisioned Caesars Palace's façade with Simon 
Property Group for a $2B redevelopment that includes a new, 800-room tower and more than 200,000 square 
feet of retail and commercial space.  
     Immediately prior to joining Caesars, Marco was Executive Vice President and Chief Development Officer 
for Hard Rock International, building that company to a dominant global entertainment brand by working on 
the development of 36 new hotels and casinos in just three years. Mr. Roca has also served in executive 
leadership roles for real estate development and property operations with Realogy, Wyndham, 
Starwood, Marriott, IHG, and Hilton. As a trendsetter, Mr. Roca has been responsible for the creation of three 
major brands: Wyndham Garden, Reverb by Hard Rock, and Caesars Republic.  
     Roca is fluent in English, Spanish, French, and Portuguese. He holds a B.S. in Industrial Psychology from 
University of The Americas in Mexico City and a Master of Science in Management and Organizational 
Development from the United States International University in Mexico City.  

 
 

 

Chip Rogers 
AHLA 
  
     Chip Rogers has been President and CEO of the American Hotel & Lodging Association (AHLA) since the 
start of 2019, leading America’s only national association dedicated to serving the interests of the entire hotel 
and lodging industry.   
     In his role as President & CEO, Chip has led the AHLA team and the lodging industry to achieve tangible 
results for AHLA members. Subsequently, he has received numerous awards and has been recognized as 
one of the 25 most influential by Business Travel News, as one of the most influential people in Washington 
D.C. by Washingtonian magazine and twice as a top lobbyist by the Hill newspaper.   
     Prior to joining the hospitality industry, Chip served in the Georgia General Assembly. He was elected to 
office six times and was unanimously elected twice to serve as Senate majority leader.  
     Chip earned his undergraduate degree from Georgia Tech and his MBA from Georgia State.   
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Christopher Ropko 
McNeill Hotel Company 
 
     Mr. Ropko is the Chief Financial Officer of McNeill Hotel Company.  Prior to joining McNeill in 2018, Mr. 
Ropko served as Managing Director at RobertDouglas, where he focused on structuring and raising debt and 
equity capital for lodging and specialty leisure properties, portfolios and companies throughout the Americas 
in excess of $2.5 billion.  Immediately prior to RobertDouglas, Mr. Ropko was a Portfolio Manager and 
Commercial Real Estate Specialist at Pacific Investment Management Company (PIMCO).  While at PIMCO, 
Mr. Ropko sourced and executed investment opportunities involving CMBS, performing, sub- and non-
performing loan portfolios, mezzanine loans, preferred equity and direct equity investments secured by all 
major property types, including hospitality assets.  Prior to joining PIMCO, Mr. Ropko held roles at Goldman 
Sachs in the Real Estate Principal Investment Area focused on acquisitions and asset management almost 
exclusively in the hospitality sector on behalf of the Whitehall series of private equity funds.  Mr. Ropko is a 
recurring Guest Lecturer at USC’s Marshall School of Business on the topic of hospitality real estate 
finance. He has a Bachelor of Science degree from Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration. 
 

 

 

Del Ross 
Hotel Effectiveness 
 
     Del is an expert in hotel profitability optimization who serves as the CRO of Hotel Effectiveness, reducing 
labor costs for more than 5,000 hotels.  His extensive experience in the hotel industry includes distribution 
channel management, customer loyalty and lifecycle management, digital marketing and e-commerce.  As a 
hotel investor, advisor, and strategy consultant, he has worked with every major brand, management company 
and ownership group on overall strategy and growth plans.   
     Prior to Hotel Effectiveness, Del served as a Senior Advisor for McKinsey & Co., the world’s premier 
management consultancy.  From 2001-2013 he had a variety of leadership roles at IHG including leadership 
of all sales & marketing for the Americas region where he was accountable for delivering over $11 billion in 
hotel revenues for more than 3,600 properties annually.  Del built the direct e-commerce channel for the 
company to over $2.5 billion in four years, created and managed the company’s highly successful vacation 
ownership business, Holiday Inn Club Vacations, and developed a mid-market corporate sales program which 
produced more than $150 million in incremental revenues within its first year. 
     Previously, Del was the founder and CEO of venture-backed startup, Nexchange Corporation, where he 
served retail and media companies with a syndicated e-commerce and performance-marketing technology 
solution reaching over 55% of the North American Internet audience.  He also served as a Financial Officer 
at MBNA America, where he was a graduate of the management development program. 
     Del holds multiple patents in the field of marketing technology, one of which is currently cited by the USPTO 
in its patent eligibility guidelines for internet technology applicants.  He has served as conference chairman 
for Eye for Travel and served on the board of directors of Lucena Research, a machine learning/artificial 
intelligence company. He is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania Wharton School of Business (MBA) 
and Georgetown University (BA). 
 
 

 

Rick Ross 
Dentons 
 
     Rick Ross is the chair of Dentons’ global Hotels and Leisure practice and global co-chair of the firm’s Family 
Office and High Net Worth sector. Widely regarded as an industry expert, he advises clients globally on 
complex hospitality and leisure matters, including acquisitions and dispositions (single assets, portfolios), 
corporate M&A matters, joint ventures, development, and operations. Rick counsels clients around the world 
as to creating and implementing strategies regarding all aspects of hotel and resort investments, management, 
and operations. Additionally, he negotiates and documents hotel management and license agreements, and 
counsels clients with regard to structuring and documenting global, complex mixed-use projects featuring 
hotels and resorts with residential and other commercial components. 
     Rick has been ranked “Band 1” nationally in the leisure and hospitality sector every year by Chambers 
USA since 2007 (the first year of ranking this sector). Under his leadership, for each of these years, Dentons 
has also been one of only two law firms to be “Band 1” nationally ranked in the hotels and leisure sector in the 
United States and is regarded as one of the top few in the world. In 2014, he was named an “MVP in 
Hospitality” by Law360 and Dentons’ hotel group was named a “Practice Group of the Year” in 2013, 2017 
and 2019. 
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James Rowe 
CWCapital  
 
     James Rowe oversees a portfolio of non-performing CMBS hotel loans and REO hotels located throughout 
the United States. Key responsibilities include negotiating and structuring loan workouts with the goal of 
returning loans to performing status, exercising lenders’ contractual and legal remedies when workouts are 
not feasible and skillfully asset managing REO properties to maximize asset value.      
     Mr. Rowe has over 15 years of hotel real estate experience. Prior to joining CWCapital, he worked in hotel 
asset and portfolio management at The Buccini/Pollin Group. He was previously the Senior Vice President of 
Investment Strategy and Capital Markets for Interstate Hotels & Resorts, Inc. where he played a key role in 
executing a third-party hotel management company industry consolidation strategy. Mr. Rowe also led 
Investor Relations. 
     Before joining Interstate, Mr. Rowe worked in various positions at Thayer Lodging Group.  Earlier in his 
career, Mr. Rowe was on the Investment Sales team at Jones Lang LaSalle Hotels and worked in the 
Investment Banking division of Raymond James & Associates.  
     Mr. Rowe holds an M.B.A. with concentrations in Real Estate and Marketing from the Kellogg School of 
Management at Northwestern University and a B.A. in Economics from Vanderbilt University. 
 
 

 

Michelle Russo 
hotelAVE 
 
     Michelle Russo, CHAM, CHA, MAI, is the Founder & CEO of Hotel Asset Value Enhancement (hotelAVE) 
a leading hotel owner advisor and asset manager and works nationally as a receiver for institutional hotel real 
estate.  hotelAVE has provided services for owners and lenders of 1,000+ hotels with more than 200,000 
rooms, representing over $150 billion of hotel real estate value. The company's current asset management 
portfolio comprises over 55 hotels and $6.5 billion in assets under management.  The firm advises on an 
additional $10 billion of hotel real estate annually.   She is a known industry leader, having been named one 
of 30 Influential Women in Hospitality by Hotel Management Magazine, one of 20 Women in Lodging by 
Lodging Magazine and one of 15 Women of Hospitality Finance by HFTP.  
     Prior to founding hotelAVE, Michelle was VP, Senior Leisure Analyst for Deutsche Banc Alex Brown 
covering lodging and leisure stocks. Michelle managed a $500M portfolio for John Hancock Mutual Life 
Insurance Company where she achieved 20% cash-on-cash returns and held VP positions at Pinnacle 
Advisory Group and HVS International.  
     She is a regular guest speaker at industry events and has appeared on CNBC and CNN. Michelle serves 
on the Dean’s Advisory Board for Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration and the Cornell SC 
Johnson College of Business Leadership Council.  She is a member of ULI’s Hotel Council, Marriott’s 
Distribution Strategy Advisory Committee, the AHLA’s Hospitality Investment Roundtable, and AHLA’s Global 
Finance Committee. She is also a two time past president of the Hospitality Asset Manager Association, a 
Certified Hotel Asset Manager, Certified Hotel Administrator and a Member of the Appraisal Institute. 
 
 

 

Mark Schoenholtz 
Newmark – Capital Markets Lodging 
 
     Mark Schoenholtz joined Newmark Knight Frank in 2018 at its New York headquarters, where he serves 
as a vice chairman and co-head of the Lodging Capital Markets Group. Mr. Schoenholtz previously co-headed 
the lodging investment banking and brokerage group at Eastdil Secured. Under his leadership, Eastdil 
Secured consistently ranked as the nation’s most active hotel broker. During his more than 25 years with that 
firm, Mr. Schoenholtz was recognized as one of the industry’s most active and respected advisors.  
     Since the start of his career, Mr. Schoenholtz has successfully completed transactions with an aggregate 
value of more than $225 billion. He has represented a broad cross-section of clients, including REITs, C-
Corps, private equity firms, high-net-worth investors and sovereign wealth funds. Some of the more 
noteworthy recent transactions include the sale of Boston Park Plaza, the Grand Hyatt San Francisco, the 
Hyatt Grand Cypress, the Hyatt Portfolio – Andaz Wailea, the Hyatt Regency Coconut Point and the Waldorf 
Astoria New York.  
     Mr. Schoenholtz is a frequent speaker at industry events, including the Americas Lodging Investment 
Summit (ALIS) and the NYU International Hospitality Industry Investment Conference.  
     Mr. Schoenholtz earned a master’s degree from New York University and a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Franklin & Marshall College.  
     Mr. Schoenholtz currently resides in Fairfield County, Connecticut, with his wife and three children. 
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Mit Shah 
Noble Investment Group 
 
     As founder and chief executive officer, Mit Shah provides overall strategic guidance for the Noble 
organization and heads its investment committee. He has been profiled in Newsweek magazine as one of the 
most influential South Asians in the United States, named one of Atlanta’s most prominent leaders by Atlanta 
Magazine and the Atlanta Business Chronicle, and recognized as one of the 21st century’s most influential 
hospitality industry leaders by both Lodging Hospitality magazine and Lodging magazine. He is the most 
recent recipient of the prestigious Industry Real Estate Financing Advisory Council (IREFAC) C. Everett 
Johnson Award for leadership in the hospitality industry. 
     Shah presently serves as non-executive chairman of the board for CorePoint Lodging and on advisory 
boards with Marriott International and Hyatt Hotels Corporation. He is an executive committee member of the 
board of directors for the American Hotel and Lodging Association, and a member of IREFAC. 
     Shah is an active supporter of educational objectives and currently is serving his fourth term as a member 
of the board of trustees of his alma mater, Wake Forest University. 
 

 

 

Mark Shalala 
Choice Hotels International 
 
     Mark D. Shalala serves as Senior vice president of upscale development and Real Estate for Choice Hotels 
International, Inc. (NYSE: CHH), one of the world’s largest hotel companies. In this role, he is responsible for 
the growth and distribution of the company’s upscale portfolio, which includes the Ascend Hotel Collection 
and Cambria Hotels brands, a combined global portfolio of 350+ upscale hotels.    
     Mr. Shalala joined Choice Hotels in 2015, bringing more than 18 years of hospitality development and 
franchise sales experience to the company’s upscale leadership team. During his successful tenure, Mr. 
Shalala has been responsible for developing and driving the growth strategy which has resulted in Choice’s 
upscale portfolio more than doubling in size while helping both Cambria and Ascend achieve one of their best 
development years on record. In addition, he led the Choice upscale development team to implement new 
strategies to further improve brand growth, including orchestrating the deployment of the company’s $750 
million authorized corporate capital investment for Cambria.  
     Prior to joining Choice Hotels, Mr. Shalala served as senior director of development and franchise sales at 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, where he was responsible for the strategic growth of the company’s 
nine upscale and luxury lifestyle brands in the southeastern United States and Caribbean. Mr. Shalala earned 
his bachelor's degree from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 
 
 

 

Julienne Smith 
IHG Hotels & Resorts 
 
     Julienne Smith is currently Senior Vice President Development – Luxury & Upscale, and Transactions & 
Asset Management for IHG Hotels & Resorts where she oversees the company’s growth in North America.  
She was Senior Vice President Development & Owner Relations for Hyatt Hotels Corporation based in 
Chicago from 2014 until 2019 where she was responsible for the franchised and managed development of 
Hyatt Place and Hyatt House hotels in the United States and Canada. Previously, Julienne served as Vice 
President of Real Estate and Development where she oversaw the growth of Hyatt’s select service brands 
throughout the Northeastern and Mid-Atlantic regions of the United States.   Julienne held several positions 
within Marriott International’s Lodging Development group in Bethesda, MD and Newport Beach, CA, prior to 
joining Hyatt in 2005. 
     Julienne is a graduate of Boston University’s College of Arts & Sciences.  She is an active member in 
several hospitality industry organizations including AH&LA, AAHOA and The Castell Project.  Within IHG, 
Julienne serves on the Global and Americas Diversity & Inclusion Councils.    As of 2020, Julienne serves on 
the AH&LA Foundation Board of Trustees.   She also serves on the Advisory and Planning Committees for 
the Hunter Hotel Conference, The Americas Lodging Investment Summit, and AHLA’s ForWard.   Julienne 
has been on the Board of Kaleidoscope Inc., a non-profit child welfare agency that serves Chicago area 
children and families impacted by abuse and neglect, since 2018.  Julienne is an avid reader, Yoga enthusiast, 
traveler and outdoor adventurer.  A native of New Jersey, she currently resides in the city of Atlanta with her 
husband, two children and two dogs. 
 
 



  

Page 46 of 54 

SPEAKERS as of July 21, 2021              

 
 

Gordon Sondland 
Provenance Hotels 
 
     Gordon Sondland is the Founder and CEO of Provenance Hotels, a national owner and operator of full-
service boutique “lifestyle” hotels. 
     In 2018, Sondland was appoited to serve as the 20th United States Ambassador to the European Union 
by President Donald Trump. Sondland was unanimously confirmed by the United States Senate in June of 
2018 and served as Ambassador to the EU until February of 2020. As Ambassador, Sondland was one of the 
highest-ranking US officials in Europe and his portfolio included trade, energy, national security, defense 
agriculture and several other files. 
     Sondland has held positions on Governor Kulongoski’s transition team, as well as on the Commission for 
White House Fellowships to which he was appointed by President George W. Bush. He served as a principal 
Republican liaison between Oregon and the White House and assisted successfully in securing federal funds 
for various urgent State needs. Sondland also served as a member of the Executive Committee for the 
Portland Art Museum, and was elected its Chairman in 2009 where he served until 2011. He was appointed 
by Governor Kulongoski as Chairman to the Governor’s Office of Film and Television in 2002. He recently 
served as member of the US Bancorp Advisory Board, and he also recently served on the Board of Visitors 
of the Sanford School of Public Policy at Duke University. 
 

 

 

Chad F. Sorensen 
HAMA and CHMWarnick 
 
     Chad F. Sorensen is Managing Director & Chief Operating Officer with CHMWarnick, the leading provider 
of hotel asset management and owner advisory services. Chad is Chair Emeritus and Membership Chair of 
the International Society of Hospitality Consultants (“ISHC”), an invitation-only society comprised of prominent 
hospitality consultants from around the world. He serves on the Board of Directors for the Hospitality Asset 
Managers Association (“HAMA”) and is a designated Certified Hotel Asset Manager (“CHAM”). Chad sits on 
the Michigan State University Real Estate Investment Management Advisory Committee and is a regular 
lecturer on hospitality asset management. He holds a Masters of Business Administration degree, with a dual 
emphasis in Finance and Management, from The University of Illinois Chicago, a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Hotel, Restaurant, and Institutional Management from Iowa State University and is an alum of the Harvard 
Business School Program for Leadership Development.   
 
 

 

Brian Sparacino 
Rebel Hospitality 
 
     Worked in various operational executive leadership roles with over $1B in annual revenues for extremely 
diverse hotels, resorts and golf courses residing in major gateway markets. Expert knowledge for every major 
brand in addition to in-depth business intelligence required to successfully re-flag, re-position, open and 
operate a portfolio of lifestyle and independent hotels. Past experience included direct oversight of numerous 
Blackstone portfolios along with various REITs, public and privately owned assets. Brian was a founding 
member of the lifestyle and boutique division, INTRIGUE, by Interstate Hotels and Resorts which recently 
merged with Evolution Hospitality. 
     He earned a B.S. from Rowan University and currently sits on the Penn State School of Hospitality 
Management Industry Advisory Board.   
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Jonathan P. Stanner 
Summit Hotel Properties 
 
     Mr. Stanner is our President and Chief Executive Officer and is a member of the Company’s Board of 
Directors. Mr. Stanner joined Summit Hotel Properties in April 2017 as the Company’s Executive Vice 
President and Chief Investment Officer.  In March 2018, he became the Company’s Executive Vice 
President and Chief Financial Officer.    
     Prior to joining Summit, Mr. Stanner was Chief Executive Officer at Strategic Hotels & Resorts, a former 
NYSE-listed company acquired by an affiliate of The Blackstone Group in 2015. During his tenure at 
Strategic Hotels & Resorts from 2005 to 2015, Mr. Stanner also held various other senior positions with the 
company, including Chief Financial Officer, Senior Vice President - Capital Markets, Acquisitions, and 
Treasurer and Director of Corporate Finance. Prior to his time at Strategic Hotels, Mr. Stanner was an 
investment banking analyst for Banc of America Securities.  
     Mr. Stanner holds both a B.S. in Management and an MBA from the Krannert School of Management at 
Purdue University. 

 

 

Kyle Stevenson 
Berkadia  
 
     Kyle is a managing director specializing in investment sales for the Berkadia Hotels & Hospitality 
group.  Prior to joining Berkadia, Kyle was a senior broker for another hotel-specific brokerage firm in the 
Washington, DC area.  Kyle has successfully structured and completed hotel sales transactions totaling more 
than $1 billion.  Kyle specializes in full and select service hotels in the upscale and upper upscale categories. 
     Over the course of his career, Kyle has developed extensive resources and relationships with hotel owners, 
private equity funds, family offices and lenders/special servicers.  Kyle has been a speaker and presenter at 
numerous conferences and industry events.  He is a part of the faculty at the Hospitality Law program at the 
American University College of Law in Washington, DC. 
     Kyle is a graduate of Georgetown University where he earned a degree in International Economics. 
 

 

 

Richard Stockton 
Braemar Hotels & Resorts 
 
     Richard is the Chief Executive Officer and President of Braemar Hotels & Resorts (BHR). Braemar is a 
NYSE publicly listed REIT based in Dallas with over $1.7Bn invested in luxury hotel assets across the US and 
the Caribbean.  
     Previously, Richard worked as Global Co-Head and Chief Operating Officer for the $1Bn real estate 
business of CarVal, a division of Cargill. He also held the position of Chief Executive Officer of the Americas 
for OUE Limited (“OUE”). While at OUE, he led the acquisition and redevelopment of the US Bank Tower in 
downtown Los Angeles. Previously, Richard was a Managing Director at Morgan Stanley for 16 years, 
including serving as the Head of Real Estate Banking for their investment banking business in Asia and the 
EMEA  
(Europe, Middle East and Africa). While there, he worked in offices in New York, London, Singapore, and 
Hong Kong. He is a dual citizen of the US and the United Kingdom. He received a B.S. from the Hotel School 
at Cornell University in 1992 and an M.B.A. from The Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania in 
1997. 
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Peter J. Strebel 
Omni Hotels & Resorts 
 
     Recently named a 2019 Top CEO by Glassdoor, Peter Strebel is president of Omni Hotels & Resorts where 
he continues to elevate the vision of Omni while ensuring all operational areas within the company align with 
the long-term goals and objectives for the brand. A 30-year-plus veteran of the hospitality industry, he works 
with teams to continue to enhance the existing high-level of guest service as well as oversee the growth and 
expansion plans the brand has in the pipeline.  
     The company’s former chief marketing officer and senior vice president of sales, Strebel was responsible 
for creating and driving innovative branding, communications, marketing and business development strategies 
to increase awareness, capture market share and build revenue for the luxury hotel brand. 
     Strebel also formerly served as senior vice president of operations for the company where he oversaw the 
development of brand-wide property standards, guest rooms and other operational areas for the luxury hotel 
brand’s growing convention collection and resort portfolio. A long-term Omni veteran, Strebel rejoined Omni 
in 2009 as area managing director and general manager of the company’s flagship property in midtown 
Manhattan, the award-winning Omni Berkshire Place. During his previous tenure at Omni, he had a successful 
10-year career in sales and marketing positions of increasing responsibility, ultimately leading to his 
appointment as vice president of sales and marketing. 
     In between his time with Omni, Strebel served as executive vice president and chief marketing officer for 
the Wyndham Hotel Group and was promoted to president of the company before returning to Omni.  
Peter graduated from Hofstra University with a Bachelor of Business Administration. Strebel sits on the board 
of directors for AHLA as well as the board of trustees for the Incarnation House in Dallas, Texas. 
 

 

 

Rick Takach 
Vesta Hospitality  
 
     In 1996, Rick founded Vesta Hospitality with a vision of creating unique hotels that offer the finest in quality 
and service. With more than 35 years of experience in the hotel industry, he has earned a reputation for 
attracting and retaining talented hospitality industry professionals who in turn create profitable hotels with 
outstanding customer satisfaction. 
     Takach has served as Chairman of the Owner's Association for IHG as well as Chairman of the Asia Pacific 
Region and the Responsible Business Committee. Rick currently serves on the Board of Directors of the AHLA 
and Chairs the Management Company Committee. He also serves on the Board of Directors for the Oregon 
Restaurant and Lodging Association (ORLA).  He previously served on Hilton Hotels Owners' Advisory 
Council.  
Before forming his own hotel management group, Rick served as regional manager for the Marriott 
Corporation in Bethesda, Maryland, and spent seven years as executive vice president of Dimension 
Development Company of Natchitoches, Louisiana. Rick graduated from Pennsylvania State University with 
a degree in business administration and has since gained first-hand experience in every aspect of hotel 
operations, management, development, and acquisitions. 
 
 

 

David Tarr  
Hyatt Hotels Corporation 
 
     David Tarr was appointed Senior Vice President of Development for Hyatt Hotels Corporation in September 
2007.  In directing the Americas Region development team for Hyatt, David leads growth activities through 
new hotel development, acquisition, franchise and management contract transactions for Hyatt’s full-service 
brands (Hyatt Centric, Hyatt Regency, Grand Hyatt, Park Hyatt, Andaz, Alila, Thompson, Joie de Vivre Hotels, 
Destination Hotels & Resorts, and The Unbound Collection by Hyatt) in North America, and all brands, 
including Hyatt Place, Hyatt House, and Caption by Hyatt in Latin America and the Caribbean.       
     Prior to joining Hyatt, David’s 10-year career at Marriott International included a variety of Development 
and Asset Management positions.  His last role at Marriott was Senior Vice President of Development, 
overseeing the company’s full-service hotel development activity in the Eastern Region.    
     A 30-year industry veteran, David’s previous hotel real estate and development experience included tenure 
as a hospitality industry consultant, providing hotel market, feasibility, and appraisal advisory services to 
property developers, owners, and lenders, as well as corporate development with Extended Stay America.  
He holds a Bachelor of Science Degree from Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration, and is based 
at Hyatt’s corporate headquarters in Chicago, Illinois. 
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Kathleen Taylor 
Royal Bank of Canada 
 
     Kathleen (Katie) Taylor is the former President and Chief Executive Officer of Four Seasons Hotels and 
Resorts. During her 24-year career with the iconic global company, she was instrumental in building the firm’s 
global brand and its international portfolio of luxury properties.  Ms. Taylor is also the Honorary Chair of the 
world’s first Women in Tourism and Hospitality Conference (WITH.org), which was founded in collaboration 
with Anne Axler Larcade and Rosanna Caira in 2016.  She continues to be an active mentor and sponsor of 
men and women across the hospitality sector and beyond. 
     Ms. Taylor is the Chair of the Royal Bank of Canada and serves as Chair of Altas Partners, a North 
American private equity firm. Ms. Taylor is Vice Chair of the Adecco Group and a director of Air Canada and 
CPP Investments. She serves on the Board of Trustees for the Hospital for Sick Children, is the Immediate 
Past Chair of the SickKids Foundation, and Co-Chairs the SickKids Capital Campaign. 
     Ms. Taylor is a Member of the Order of Canada.  She has been inducted into the Canadian Marketing Hall 
of Legends and Canada’s Most Powerful Women Hall of Fame. In 2017, Report on Business magazine named 
Ms. Taylor among the 50 most powerful people in Canadian Business. 
 

 

 

Tanya Taylor 
Radisson Hotel Group 
 
     Tanya Taylor serves as Executive Vice President and General Counsel, Americas, Radisson Hotel Group. 
In this role, Ms. Taylor is part of Radisson Hotel Group’s Americas Executive Committee. She also oversees 
the corporate legal team while assuming responsibility for all company legal matters in the Americas. 
     Ms. Taylor most recently served as General Counsel, Head of Legal & Business Affairs, for a 
telecommunications and mobile startup, Yonder Media Mobile Inc. She’s also held various legal roles in 
hospitality, including Vice President, Regional General Counsel, North America at Millennium Hotels & 
Resorts, along with Vice President, Regional General Counsel, U.S., Latin America & Caribbean for nine years 
at Wyndham Hotel Group. In addition to her extensive hotel experience, Ms. Taylor also has broad experience 
in commercial contract negotiation, mergers and acquisitions, litigation management, employment law, labor 
relations, intellectual property, and general business and operations experience. 
 

 

 

James Tierney  
Hyatt Hotels Corporation 
 
     James (Jim) Tierney serves as Senior Vice President of Development and Owner Relations for the Hyatt 
Place, Hyatt House and Caption by Hyatt brands, where he is responsible for the franchise and managed 
growth of these brands in North America. 
     Most recently, Tierney served as Hyatt’s Vice President of Development and Owner Relations where he 
led a team responsible for the development and growth of the Hyatt Place and Hyatt House brands on the 
Eastern half of the United States. Tierney has personally been responsible for more than 25 executed 
franchise and management agreements, including Hyatt Place New York City/Times Square, Hyatt Place New 
York City/Chelsea, Hyatt House Washington D.C./The Wharf, and Hyatt House Virginia Beach/Oceanfront. 
Prior to joining Hyatt in 2014, Tierney served as Director of Development for Cambria Suites at Choice Hotels 
International. 
     Tierney earned a B.A. in history from Tufts University. He holds a M.B.A. from Babson Graduate School of 
Business.   
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Lori Tirado 
Access Point Financial 
 
     As Managing Director and Head of Business Development for Access Point Financial, Lori Tirado brings 
more than 15 years of commercial real estate expertise with a specific focus on hospitality to address the 
industry’s latest financial service needs. Using her in-depth knowledge of loan requirements, Lori ensures that 
APF continues to expand its customer base by working to identify flexible financing options that can be tailored 
to a hotelier’s precise goals. 
     Prior to joining APF in 2019, Lori served in several notable leadership roles where she was credited with 
facilitating multiple largescale funding agreements.  These include securing more than $1.2 billion in hotel 
loans within the United States and Canada in her capacity as Managing Director for the Hospitality Finance 
Group of the Largo Group of Companies.  
     A graduate of Canisius College, Lori holds a Master’s in Business Administration with a concentration in 
finance. She further holds a Bachelor’s of Science in Business Administration with a concentration in 
Marketing and Management from the State University College at Buffalo. 
 
 

 

Rob Torres 
Google 
 
     With over 20 years of travel industry experience, Rob serves as Google’s Managing Director of global sales 
for the travel sector. In this role, he is responsible for sales strategy and relationship management for Google’s 
largest travel advertising clients. Rob oversees global deal activity with these partners and leads a team whose 
focus is to transform the way travel marketers connect with consumers using digital media and analytics. 
Prior to joining Google, Rob was Vice President of Strategic Partnerships at Expedia Inc., the world’s leading 
online travel company. During his seven year career at Expedia, Rob managed a team that had global hotel 
responsibility, generating gross bookings in excess of $2 billion. 
     Rob is active in the hospitality industry and community affairs. He currently serves on the US Travel and 
Tourism Advisory Board (TTAB) and is on the executive committee for the World Travel and Tourism Council.     
In addition, Rob is on the advisory board for Stop Poaching Now and Redeam. Twice Rob has been listed 
among HSMAI’s Top 25 Extraordinary Minds in Sales and Marketing and was previously chair of the 
association. 
Rob holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Public Administration from the University of Southern California 
and a Masters of Business Administration from Georgetown University. 
 

 

 

James Troutman 
Aptech 
 
     James is responsible for Aptech’s sales and marketing approach. With a degree in Finance from Indiana 
University, he started his career in banking specifically within treasury management in a consulting role.  
James then transitioned to the hospitality industry, continuing Aptech’s commitment to hospitality financial 
management technology.  At Aptech, he contributes 9 years of finance experience focusing on attaining new 
business, growing existing relationships, and influencing product development.  James enjoys spending free 
time with his family and partaking in outdoor activities such as hiking and playing golf. 
 
 
 
 

 

Shawn Tuli 
Hersha Hospitality  
 
     Shawn serves as CFO, Head of Investments at Hersha Hospitality Management (HHM). Shawn joined 
HHM in 2010 and leads the company’s acquisitions, dispositions, and corporate finance functions.  Today, 
HHM is an owner, operator, and asset manager of hotels, currently managing 140 hotels nation-wide.  Prior 
to HHM, he worked in the Real Estate Investment Banking Division at Goldman Sachs.  
     Shawn is an Advisor to Maidbot, an Austin-based hospitality robotics startup, and serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Philadelphia Children’s Museum, where he is the Vice Chairman and Finance Committee 
Chair. 
     Shawn received his undergraduate degree from Emory University and his MBA from Harvard Business 
School.  He lives in Philadelphia with his wife and three children. 
 
 



  

Page 51 of 54 

SPEAKERS as of July 21, 2021              

 

Simon M. Turner 
Alpha Lodging Partners 
 
     Simon Turner has held diverse leadership roles over 35 years in the hospitality sector, gaining experience 
in numerous facets of the hotel business including senior executive and board oversight of public and private 
enterprises.  He has extensive global strategic, operational and transactional experience related to complex 
property assets, brands, and operating businesses. His experience has also included advisory assignments, 
strategic planning, asset management, loan work-out, expert witness, capital-raising and M&A.   
     He formed Alpha Lodging Partners in 2017 to make selective investments and to provide investment and 
strategic and transactional advisory services to hospitality sector companies and investors.  Prior to this, he 
was President, Global Development for Starwood Hotels and Resorts.  His previous experience included: 
Principal, Hotel Capital Advisers, a hotel investment advisory firm overseeing both hotel brand (Four Seasons 
and Fairmont) and property investments in North America and Europe for a high net worth Middle Eastern 
investor; lodging sector investment banker at Salomon Brothers; Manager, Pannell Kerr Forster, an 
international hotel and tourism consulting firm; and Operations Analyst based in Saudi Arabia for Gustar 
Hoteliers, a Swiss-based hotel management and marketing company. 
     Simon is currently a board member of Extended Stay America (NASDAQ), where he serves on the 
Compensation Committee; Watermark Lodging Trust (a non-traded REIT), where he serves as Chairman of 
the Audit Committee, and Steigenberger Hotels AG (a wholly-owned subsidiary of Huazhu Group (NASDAQ). 
His prior board service has included Four Seasons, Fairmont and ClubCorp, which included committee service 
on Audit, Compensation and Governance committees.  
     He is currently an Adjunct Assistant Professor at NYU’s Hospitality and Tourism program and has also 
lectured frequently at Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration as well as the university’s executive 
education program and Columbia University’s real estate graduate program. 
 

 

 

Homi Vazifdar 
Canyon Equity LLC 
 
     Homi Vazifdar is Chief Executive Officer of the Canyon Group based in Larkspur, California just of north 
San Francisco. The Canyon Group owns and/or develops ultra-luxury resorts in exotic destinations around 
the world. The Company currently owns assets in North America, Latin America and the South Pacific. The 
Canyon Group’s resorts are managed by marquis brands such as Amanresorts, Four Seasons Hotels & 
Resorts, Six Senses Hotels and Resorts and Hyatt Hotels and Resorts. 
     Vazifdar is extremely passionate about the wonderful world of lodging and over the years has “touched” 
almost every aspect of the industry, and worked with some of the stalwarts in the business. He is a frequent 
speaker at lodging and tourism conferences around the world and has over 35 years of multi-faceted lodging 
and hospitality experience ranging from development, design and investment banking. Before founding 
Canyon Equity in 2005, he was the global head of lodging at Banc of America Securities in San Francisco 
where he was involved in numerous high profile transactions.  
 
 

 

Jeff Wagoner 
Outrigger Hospitality Group 
 
     As Outrigger Hospitality Group’s president and CEO, Jeff Wagoner oversees all aspects of the company’s 
multi-branded, global portfolio of hotels, resorts, vacation condominiums, timeshares and retail operations 
while steering the direction, growth and strategic priorities for the iconic beach resort brand.  
     Before joining Outrigger in 2018, he served as EVP hotel operations for Trump Hotel Group, overseeing 
global performance for all resort properties. Prior, he held several roles with Wyndham Hotel Group, including 
president of its management company and EVP of brand and customer services for Wyndham’s hotel brands. 
Wagoner was also president of Wyndham Hotels and Resorts and SVP of operations at the former Wyndham 
International, where he oversaw more than 100 Wyndham and Wyndham Garden hotels.  
     Earlier in his career, Wagoner held management roles with Starwood Hotels and Resorts, Doubletree and 
Marriott International. He also served as COO for WhiteFence, an e-commerce company and SVP of sales 
for ZipRealty, a national real estate brokerage firm. Wagoner has served on the boards of the Hotel & Lodging 
Association of Greater Houston and the MPI Foundation Global Board of Trustees. He currently serves on the 
Sabre Executive Advisory Board and board of directors for the Hawai‘i Business Roundtable and AHLA. 
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Drew Wallace 
Hotel Business Intelligence Solutions  
 
     Drew founded HotelBIS in 2020 after years of frustration with existing technology in the Hotel Real Estate 
space and the resulting over reliance on Excel by investment groups large and small. Today he directs all 
product development and client relationships for the HotelBIS platform, serving as a reporting and business 
intelligence partner for those clients, allowing them to focus on maximizing the value of their investments.  
     Prior to founding HotelBIS, Drew worked in various operational and corporate roles on the brand, operator, 
and ownership sides of the business most notably with IHG, Davidson Hotels, and Trinity Investments. During 
this time, his roles included asset management, acquisitions, financial planning & analysis, strategy, and 
project management. Across these roles he worked with many of the industry’s leading analytics and business 
intelligence platforms such as Oracle’s Essbase and Profitsword, which provided the technical background to 
launch HotelBIS. 
     Drew is from Honolulu and currently lives in Los Angeles. He received his undergraduate degree from 
Princeton University, while also completing programs in Hong Kong and Edinburgh, Scotland. He received his 
Master’s degree from Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration via the international program in 
Singapore, where he focused on real estate.  
 
 

 

Jonathan Wang 
Mesa by Sidewalk Labs 
 
     Jonathan Wang is responsible for growth strategy and execution at Mesa by Sidewalk Labs.  Prior to joining 
Sidewalk, Jonathan was an investment professional at Blackstone and BlueMountain Capital, where he was 
involved in the acquisition and asset management of several hotel portfolios.  Jonathan started his career as 
an analyst in Lazard’s real estate investment banking group. 
     Sidewalk Labs is the urban innovation arm of Alphabet, building products to make more sustainable, 
innovative, and equitable cities.  Mesa by Sidewalk Labs is a “smart building” technology solution that helps 
owners and operators save money and energy in their buildings. 
Jonathan holds a B.S. in Engineering from Princeton University. 
 
 

 

Dewey Weaver 
InterMountain 
 
     Dewey Weaver's introduction to the hospitality industry began in Emporia, Kansas, in 1966. It was there, 
at age 11, that Dewey would head to the Ramada Inn every day after school, put on an apron, and wash 
dishes in the hotel restaurant until closing. Even during this very early time in his career, Dewey knew that the 
hospitality industry was one he wanted to be a part of. In 1969 Dewey's parents moved the family to Northwest 
Arkansas, where they purchased a motel in Springdale. Growing up in and around the motel, Dewey continued 
to learn the value of quality and service in the industry. He worked every job at the property, from checking-in 
guests, to cleaning rooms, to servicing the pool. In 1978, after graduating from the University of Arkansas, 
Dewey moved with his family to Monroe, Louisiana. It was there that Dewey and his father formed 
InterMountain Management. Monroe would also be the location of Dewey's first property purchased without 
his family's assistance, the Super 8 West Monroe. 
     Initially operating the company out of his mother's spare bedroom, Dewey eventually moved the 
headquarters to Monroe's Tower Drive. In the following years, InterMountain's growth was steady and strong. 
Marriott first approved InterMountain to manage one of their properties in 1994 in Shreveport, and Hilton soon 
followed suit in 1996, allowing management of a Hampton Inn in Ruston. In the years that followed, 
InterMountain Management would enjoy strong relationships with not only Marriott and Hilton, but also IHG, 
Hyatt, and Starwood.  
     With an intense focus on service and attention to what Dewey often refers to as “a business of a thousand 
details”, InterMountain remains a leader in hospitality management. Their unique owner's perspective allows 
them to continue to drive success for their hotels and partners.  As one of North America's largest hotel 
management and development companies, InterMountain Management specializes in the select-service and 
extended-stay hotel segments. For over 35 years, InterMountain Management's dedication to success is 
proven in the results as a hotel owner, management company and hotel developer.  Going well beyond the 
basic offerings most hotel management companies provide, InterMountain offers a wide variety of services, 
including property management, new-build development, renovation and procurement, and much more.  They 
also employ entire in-house Revenue Management and e-Commerce teams, ensuring the hotels they manage 
are constantly driving and capturing revenue through every available channel.  InterMountain currently owns 
and/or manages approximately 85 premium branded hotels nationwide, with an additional 20 in their pipeline.  
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Jeremy Welter 
Ashford 
 
     Mr. Welter is the President of Ashford Inc and the Chief Operating Officer of Ashford Inc, Ashford Hospitality 
Trust, Inc. and Braemar Hotels & Resorts. Mr. Welter oversees the asset management, capital management, 
and acquisition underwriting functions for Ashford Trust and Braemar Hotels as well as the operations of 
Ashford Inc, including both its asset management advisory business and its hospitality products and service 
business. Mr. Welter is responsible for the growth of Ashford Inc’s products and services line of business 
through strategic acquisitions and investments in businesses that are engaged in providing hospitality 
products and services and developing and overseeing their operations and growth. He has led the acquisition 
or investment in OpenKey, J&S Audio Visual, Lismore Capital, Kalibri Labs, PURE Rooms and RED 
Hospitality and Leisure.  
     He previously served as the Executive Vice President, Asset Management for Ashford Inc, Ashford Trust 
and Braemar Hotels. From August 2005 until December 2010, Mr. Welter was employed by Remington Hotels, 
LP in various capacities, most recently serving as its Chief Financial Officer. He is a current member of 
Marriott's Owner Advisor Council and serves as a Board Member for the American Hotel and Lodging 
Association. From July 2000 through July 2005, Mr. Welter was an investment banker at Stephens, where he 
worked on mergers and acquisitions, public and private equity and debt capital raises, company valuations, 
fairness opinions and recapitalizations. Before working at Stephens, Mr. Welter was part of Bank of America's 
Global Corporate Investment Banking group. Mr. Welter is a frequent speaker and panelist for various lodging 
investment and development conferences, including the NYU Lodging Conference. Mr. Welter is a dual citizen 
of the United States and Luxembourg. 
     Mr. Welter earned his Bachelor of Science in Economics from Oklahoma State University, where he served 
as student body president and graduated summa cum laude. 
 

 

 

Chris Williams 
Western Alliance Bank 
 
     Chris Williams is managing director, commercial banking, and oversees the Western U.S. region for 
Western Alliance Bank’s Hotel Franchise Finance group. Based in Phoenix, he directs origination efforts for 
on-book loan opportunities, centered on term and construction loans, for clients with a portfolio exposure 
across all 50 states. 
     He brings clients more than 20 years of industry experience and prior to his current role at Western Alliance 
Bank, Mr. Williams held various roles of increasing responsibility centered on hospitality and commercial real 
estate lending at GE Capital, Merrill Lynch Capital and Fifth Third Bank out of Chicago. 
 
 
 

 

Benjamin Young 
AEG 
 
     Ben Young is Vice President of Asset Management for Anschutz Entertainment Group based in Los 
Angeles.  He is responsible for the performance of the highly successful dual-brand properties – The Ritz-
Carlton, Los Angeles and JW Marriott Los Angeles L.A. LIVE, as well as the Courtyard and Residence Inn 
Los Angeles L.A. LIVE. Ben Young has more than 20 years of experience in the lodging industry with a focus 
on development planning, acquisitions investments and business strategy. He began his hospitality career 
shortly after graduating college, through the acquisition and renovation of a beach resort in Sarasota, Fla. He 
went on to become involved in the asset management of iconic properties such as the Arizona Biltmore in 
Phoenix, Grand Wailea on Maui, Hawaii, and Loews Lake Las Vegas.  Ben Young earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in business administration and finance from Florida Southern College, in Lakeland, Fla. and 
a Master of Business Administration degree specializing in Hotel Asset Management from the University of 
Denver.   
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Croft Young 
Morgan Stanley 
 
     Croft is a Managing Director at Morgan Stanley and has been with the firm since 2009.  During his career 
at Morgan Stanley, Croft has provided key strategic and capital raising advisory services to real estate and 
hospitality companies and has been involved in over $125 billion of M&A transactions and capital raising 
initiatives.  He has advised on hospitality transactions including the sale of Carlson Rezidor Hotel Group to 
HNA, the sale of Mammoth Resorts to KSL/Aspen, the sale of Fairmont Raffles Hotels International to Accor 
and the sale of Morgans Hotel Group to sbe.  Hospitality capital markets experience includes the IPO of Hilton 
Worldwide, the IPO of La Quinta Inns & Suites and numerous debt and equity raises.  Prior to joining Morgan 
Stanley, Croft served in the United States Marine Corps.  Croft received an MBA and a BA from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
 

 

Jonathon S. Zink 
The BHN Group 
 

     Jonathon Zink is managing director of The BHN Group, which is a global division of Northstar Travel Group. 
The BHN Group is the worldwide leader in producing hotel and tourism investment conferences – successfully 
completed over 150 conferences in 22 countries bringing nearly 100,000 delegates together to network, 
conduct business, and learn about the latest trends. Growth, strategy, operations, business development, 
budgeting, and thought leadership all fall under Jonathon’s management.  
     Previously, Jonathon was manager, strategic business unit for The Soneva Group based in both the 
Maldives and Thailand. With Soneva, he worked in cross-functional teams to develop and implement group-
wide initiatives, analyzed and recommended solutions for new projects/business opportunities, and reported 
directly to the chairman & CEO. The Soneva Group is a successful luxury collection of world-class resorts that 
sets the benchmark for responsible tourism through its SLOW LIFE philosophy.  
     Jonathon holds an MBA from the International University of Japan (IUJ) in 2013 and a BA from The School 
of Hospitality Business at Michigan State University (MSU) in 2004. In addition to being an active IUJ alumnus, 
he serves on the Real Estate Investment Management Advisory Council at MSU.     
 

 

 


